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INTRODUCTION

California’s Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Program has as its primary goal
and legislative intent the dual central themes that (1) off-highway vehicle (OHV) recreation be
managed to provide high quality opportunities for OHV recreation, and (2) balanced with protect-
ing the state’s natural and cultural resources. These dual commitments are accomplished through
the provision of recreational opportunities directly at State Vehicular Recreation Areas (SVRA)
owned and operated by the California State Parks through the OHMVR Division (Division) and by
financial and technical assistance to other public and nonprofit entities that provide and manage

opportunities as well as enforce the laws associated with motorized recreation.

As required by Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5090.24(h), Duties and Responsibilities of
the Commission, this report is submitted by the OHMVR Commission (Commission) to inform the

Governor and Legislature of progress and developments in the state’s OHMVR Program:

1.

Prepare and submit a program report to the Governor, the Assembly Water, Parks, and
Wildlife Committee, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water, and the
Committee on Appropriations of each house on or before January 1, 2011, and every
three years thereafter. The report shall be adopted by the commission after discussing
the contents during two or more public meetings. The report shall address the status
of the program and off-highway motor vehicle recreation, including all of the following:

The results of the strategic planning process completed pursuant to subdivision
(1) of Section 5090.32.

The condition of natural and cultural resources of areas and trails receiving state
off-highway motor vehicle funds and the resolution of conflicts of use in those
areas and trails.

The status and accomplishments of funds appropriated for restoration pursuant
to paragraph (s) of subdivision (b) of Section 5090.50.

A summary of resource monitoring data compiled and restoration work com-
pleted.

Actions taken by the division and department since the last program report to
discourage and decrease trespass of off-highway motor vehicles on private
property.

Other relevant program-related environmental issues that have arisen since the
last program report.
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When it established the OHMVR Program, the Legislature recognized that the growing popular-
ity of off-highway motor vehicles requires effectively managed areas and adequate facilities to
accommodate the demand for recreational activity of off-highway motor vehicles along with con-
servation and enforcement to achieve ecologically balanced recreation that addresses potential
deleterious impacts on the environment, wildlife habitats, native wildlife, and native flora.

In 1971, through enactment of the Chappie-Z’'berg Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Law (the Law), the
Legislature addressed the growing use of motorized vehicles off-highway by adopting require-
ments for the registration and operation of motor vehicles used off-highway. In addition, the Law
provided funding for administration of the program along with providing facilities for off-highway
motor vehicle recreation. (California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 38000, et seq.)

The Law was founded on the principle that managed OHV use is essential for conserving and
protecting the environment. The Law required maintenance and oversight to allow for sustainable
OHYV use consistent with good environmental stewardship.

In 1982, these principles were expanded upon through enactment of the Off-Highway Motor
Vehicle Recreation Act, which has been amended numerous times and is now referred to as the
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Act of 2003 (OHMVR Act) (PRC Section 5090.01, et seq.).

The OHMVR Act intends that existing OHV areas be expanded, added to, and managed to sus-
tain areas for long-term motor vehicle recreation and that the OHMVR Program support motor-
ized off-highway access to non-motorized recreation opportunities. The Act requires the OHMVR
Program be given equal priority with other programs administered in the State Park System.

With the OHMVR Act, the Legislature created a separate division within California State Parks,
the OHMVR Division, which has the exclusive authority for administering the OHMVR Program.
The Division is charged with all aspects of managing the OHMVR Program.

Most recently, in 2007, Senate Bill 742 (SB 742) was introduced by Senator Steinberg and co-
authored by Assembly Member Wolk. This legislation made a number of significant changes to
clarify and strengthen the OHMVR Program related to funding, responsibilities of the Commission
and Division, and the allocation of grant funds. It also extended the OHMVR Program sunset
to January 1, 2018, the longest sunset in the history of the OHMVR Program. The bill received
strong bipartisan support from the Assembly and the Senate as it passed through the Legislature
by a vote of 114-5.
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The OHMVR Commission

The OHMVR Act also established the OHMVR Commission (PRC Section 5090.15, et seg.) to
provide a public body of appointed members having expertise in various areas related to off-
highway recreation and environmental protection. The Commission is dedicated to reviewing
and commenting on Program implementation, encouraging public input on issues and concerns
affecting the OHMVR Program, considering and approving general plans for SVRAs, and provid-
ing advice to the Division on the OHMVR Program.

The Commission is a nine member body consisting of five members appointed by the Governor,
two by the Senate Committee on Rules, and two appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.

Per PRC Section 5090.24 the Commission has the following duties and responsibilities:

m Be fully informed regarding all govern-
mental activities affecting the OHMVR '
Program.

m Meet at least four times per year at
various locations throughout the state to
receive comments on the implementa-
tion of the OHMVR Program. Establish
an annual calendar of proposed meetings
at the beginning of each calendar year.
The meetings shall include a public meet-
ing, before the beginning of each Grants
Program cycle, to collect public input concerning the OHMVR Program, recommendations
for program improvements, and specific project needs for the system.

m Hold a public hearing to receive public comment regarding any proposed substantial acquisi-
tion or development project at a location in close geographic proximity to the project, unless
a hearing consistent with federal law or regulation has already been held regarding the
project.

m Consider, upon the request of any owner or tenant, whose property is in the vicinity of any
land in the system, any alleged adverse impacts occurring on that person’s property from the
operation of OHVs and recommend to the Division suitable measures for the prevention of
any adverse impact determined by the Commission to be occurring, and suitable measures
for the restoration of adversely impacted property.

m Review and comment annually to the director on the proposed budget of expenditures from
the fund.
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Review all plans for new and expanded local and regional vehicle recreation areas that have
applied for grant funds.

Review and comment on the strategic plan developed by the Division pursuant to
Section 5090.32.

Prepare and submit a program report to the Governor, the Assembly Water, Parks, and
Wildlife Committee, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water, and the
Committee on Appropriations of each house on or before January 1, 2011, and every
three years thereafter. The report shall be adopted by the Commission after discussing the
contents.

Additionally, the Commission approves general plans and amendments to general plans for
the SVRAs pursuant to PRC Section 5002.2.

The Division operates eight SVRAs located throughout California and supports local, state
and federal OHV recreation areas through financial and technical assistance and professional
guidance.

Per PRC Section 5090.32 the Division has the following duties and responsibilities:

Planning, acquisition, development, conservation, and restoration of lands in SVRAs.
Direct management, maintenance, administration, and operation of lands in the SVRAs.
Provide for law enforcement and appropriate public safety activities.
Implement all aspects of the program.

Ensure program compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) (Division 13 commencing with Section 2100) in SVRAs.

Provide staff assistance to the commission.

Prepare and implement plans for lands in, or proposed to be included
in, SVRAs, including new SVRAs. However, a plan shall not be prepared in any instance
specified in subdivision (2) of Section 5002.2.

Conduct, or cause to be conducted, surveys, and prepare, or cause to be prepared, studies
that are necessary or desirable for implementing the program.

Recruit and utilize volunteers to further the objectives of the program.
Prepare and coordinate safety and education programs.

Provide for the enforcement of Division 16.5 (commencing with Section 38000) of the Vehicle
Code and other laws regulating the use or equipment of off-highway motor vehicles in all
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areas acquired, maintained, or operated by funds from the fund; however, the Department
of the California Highway Patrol shall have the responsibility for enforcement on highways.

m Complete by January 1, 2009, a strategic planning process that will identify future off-high-
way motor vehicle recreation needs, including, but not limited to, potential off-highway motor
vehicle parks in urban areas to properly direct vehicle operators away from illegal or envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas. This strategic planning process shall take into consideration,
at a minimum, environmental constraints, infrastructure requirements, demographics limita-
tions, and local, state, and federal land use planning processes. The strategic plan shall be
reviewed by the commission and updated periodically.

Program Funding

The OHMVR Program receives no support from the state’s General Fund. All funding is directly
generated by the recreational community the OHMVR Program serves. Funding comes primarily
from three sources:

m Fuel taxes from gasoline consumed in off-highway recreation on public lands

m OHYV registration fees

m Entrance fees generated at the SVRAs

A history of income to the OHV Trust Fund over the past 10 years is provided in the chart below:

OHV Trust Fund Income History

Dollar amounts are in thousands.

$90,000 $85,632

580,519

$70,000

$B1,769  ggp 434

B PSR NN WS cisclond
§53,029  $54,182

$48,665
$s0.000 PR B B B B e

EoSLEE e T T e e N N s .

$40,000

99/00 0001 01/02 0203 0304 04/05  05/06 06/07 0708  =08/0% 0910 *M0M1

*Fiscal Year 08/09 reflects $90M loan to General Fund.
**Fiscal Year 10/11 is estimated income.
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OHV Registrations
Data Source: DMV (as of May Data Run)
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Note: A significant increase can be seen beginning in 07/08. SB 742, enacted in 2008, increased

OHV registration fees from $25 to $52,

payable every two years. The portion of
these registration fees directed to the
OHV Trust Fund therefore rose from
$8 of the former $25 registration pay-
ment, to $33 for every $52 registration
payment.

Acquisitions and Capitol
Improvements

Acquisitions and capital improvement

Off-Highway Projected Income = $80,519,000
Fical Tear 210-0H1
Daia Sowrce . Govermor's Fund Comdition Stabemeni

SVRA Fees
3,100,000

projects are funded from any excess
revenue to the OHV Trust Fund over the

amount budgeted for routine program operating expenses. For several years funds available for
acquisition and capital improvement projects accumulated and remained unallocated while the
Division and the Commission worked on the OHMVR Strategic Plan to develop a shared vision
for the OHMVR Program and establish priorities for the goals and objectives for the future of the
program, including acquisition priorities for additional facilities and areas.

Annual Distribution of Dif-Highway Motor Vehlcle Registration
Feas
(Registrations Are $52.00 Biennially EMective lanuary 1, 2000)

Despite adoption of the Strategic
Plan these funds are not currently

tmwm'iu available to meet program acquisi-

uo

California Propesty Tax - i iacti

i 1 p:sqt{w es} % tion and capitol outlay .obJectl\{es

ey s HighwayParol | due to recent budget actions which
: $8.00

transferred OHV Trust Funds to the
state’s General Fund.

In January 2009, $90 million from
the OHV Trust Fund was transferred
to the General Fund. February 2009
an additional $22 million was trans-
ferred to the General Fund. The

current budget action provides that

these transfers are a “loan” and “repayment shall be made so as to ensure that the programs
supported by the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund are not adversely affected by the loan, but no

later than June 30, 2010.”
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State Vehicular Recreation Areas
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Overview of State Vehicular Recreation Areas

Carnegie SVRA

Carnegie SVRA is located in the hills of

southern Alameda and San Joaquin counties @3 =

Santa Rosa

between the cities of Livermore and Tracy.
The landscape at the park is characterized
by dry rocky washes, rolling hills, and steep,
rugged canyons rising abruptly out of the
floodplain. The SVRA provides more than
1,500 acres of off-highway vehicle recreation
opportunities. The park is a distinctive setting CARNEGIE
for OHV recreation of all skill levels and offers SVRA
beautiful scenic vistas for trail riding. The
SVRA is especially suited for motorcycle use
because of its steep hills and narrow ftrails.
The canyons offer a variety of terrain for trail
riding, including some extremely challenging
hill climbs. Park elevations range from 650 to
1,750 feet above sea level and the weather is generally a semi-arid Mediterranean type which
includes wet, mild winters and long, dry summers.

Location: San Joaquin and Alameda Counties
Total Park Acreage: 1,500
Year the Park became an SVRA: 1980

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

While Carnegie SVRA is known for its extreme hill climbs and single track trails that traverse the
hills, there is also great opportunity for 4x4s, ATVs, and RUVs including trails, open riding, a 4x4
play area and obstacle course, and motorcycle and ATV tracks. The valley floor offers a variety of
tracks including a motocross track for dirt bikes only, an ATV and dirt bike track, and a beginner
track designated for vehicles with small engines up to 70cc and an intermediate track designated
for vehicles with engines up to 110cc. The riparian area through the valley floor is protected with
designated crossings to access trails in the hills.

Education Programs

Carnegie SVRA offers the Junior Ranger program and hosts the Off-Highway PAL programs. In
addition, staff provides educational opportunities through community and school outreach pro-
grams. Carnegie staff participate in local community and historical special events held in Tracy
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and Livermore. During these events, OHV safety, regulations,
and recreation opportunities are discussed. The SVRA also
hosts a variety of OHV special events at which park visitors are
educated on the importance of staying on trails, out of creeks
and streams, away from wildlife, and out of closed areas.

Special Events

In the spring of each year, Carnegie hosts the National
Championship Hillclimbs. The State Championship Hillclimbs
take place in the fall. Throughout the year manufacturers test
their product lines in the park, provide riding instruction for their
staff, and utilizing the rugged terrain to test for vehicle safety.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Day use staging areas are located throughout the park and offer shade ramadas, picnic tables,
and restrooms. Day use hours vary depending upon the time of year; however, the park is closed
to OHV recreation at night. Twenty-three designated campsites are available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Sites are equipped with a picnic table, shade ramada, and fire ring. Potable
water, flush toilets, and showers are provided near the campsites.

Park History

In 1855 railroad surveyors discovered coal in Corral Hollow which led to the building of California’s
first commercial coal mine and the town of Tesla. High quality clay was later found in the area,
which led to the construction of the Carnegie Brick and Pottery Company in 1902. Owner John
Treadwell named his newest enterprise after a man he admired, philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.
By 1900, Carnegie was a vibrant town of 2,000 citizens and by 1910 as many as 110,000 bricks
a day were being shipped all over California stamped with the name “Carnegie.” A small town
of about 350 sprung up that included a hotel, two
bunkhouses, a bakery, saloon, slaughterhouse,
school, and 17 homes. In 1907, the bank that held
the mortgage on the brick plant failed despite high
demand for brick. However, by late 1916, the com-
pany faced financial ruin and was sold.

The new owners, wishing to return the area to ranch
land, destroyed the town’s remaining buildings and
sold off the factory’s equipment. Remnants of
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Carnegie’s past, including the old town’s foundations, railroad routes, and mine shafts can still be
seen throughout the park today. In addition, the Carnegie Brick and Pottery Company’s legacy
continues in stately buildings such as the Oakland Hotel, the Los Angeles County Natural History
Museum, and the Carnegie Libraries in Livermore and Lodi. The land was occupied by private
ranches, predominantly for cattle grazing.

By the early 1940s motorcyclists had discovered the durable clay soils of Corral Hollow to be
good for OHV recreation. In 1970, Carnegie was purchased for a private motorcycle park, known
as the Carnegie Cycle Park. Improvements were made to the park, but due to increasing insur-
ance costs and operating expenses, the property was sold to the state for $1.2 million in 1979.

Park Resources

Carnegie SVRA is in the California Floristic Province. The prov-
ince includes plant life especially adapted to warm Mediterranean
climates of wet, mild winters and long, dry summers. While
mostly oak studded grasslands, the park is home to an impres-
sive display of spring wildflowers and some special California
native plants. The park is home to the federally-listed threatened
California red-legged frog and the California tiger salamander,
as well as a wide range of bird species and mammals.

Protecting resources today makes it possible to provide quality
OHYV recreation in the future. Carnegie continues this history of
resource protection by utilizing a comprehensive trails manage-
ment program which combines the expertise of environmental
scientists, maintenance supervisors, equipment operators, plan-
ners, and managers. This multi-disciplinary team approach
ensures monitoring of wildlife habitat, improved trail design and layout, successful revegetation
and rehabilitation projects, maintenance of roads and trails, and the protection of stream habitats.

Carnegie is currently the only SVRA with an active California Archaeological Site Stewardship
Program. In this program, trained volunteers work with professional archaeologists to protect the
archaeological and historical resources by regularly visiting sites and recording changes.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources, including a summary of resource
monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled sections within
this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.
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Clay Pit SVRA

Clay Pit SVRA is located approximately two
miles west of the town of Oroville and approxi-
mately 30 miles north of Yuba City, in Butte
County. Present-day Clay Pit SVRA was exca-
vated to construct Oroville Dam in 1964. Clay
was mined from the area to construct the
core of the dam. The result of this work left a
depression in the ground—a large, shallow,
bowl-shaped pit and an undulating landscape
ringed with low hills. Clay Pit SVRA is a
220-acre fenced open riding area that offers
beginner riding terrain for motorcycle, ATV,
four-wheel drive, and dune buggy enthusiasts.

Location: Butte County
Total Park Acreage: 229
Year the Park became an SVRA: 1981

The elevation of Clay Pit SVRA varies from
50 to 150 feet above sea level. The climate is
variable—generally warm during the summer
with temperatures in the 70s, and cold during
the winter with temperatures averaging in the 40s.

Clay Pit General Plan

The OHMVR Division is in the process of developing a General Plan for the Clay Pit SVRA. The
General Plan will serve as a guidebook for future development and enhancements to the Clay
Pit SVRA. It will establish a long-term vision and management direction for the park, identify
potential recreation and facility improvements, resource stewardship, and appropriate public use.
An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared concurrent with the General Plan. Public
involvement and input is essential in the formulation of the park’s programs and management
priorities. The OHMVR Division has initiated a stakeholder-driven process whereby issues and
ideas voiced by community members will help
guide project research, alternatives develop-
ment and analysis, and recommendations.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

Clay Pit SVRA offers primarily open riding and
informal trails for those riding motorcycles,
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ATVs, and dune buggies. The park provides ideal beginner OHV terrain, and is a nice place for
families to gather, watch people recreate, and picnic under the cottonwood trees.

Educational Programs

The SVRA provides interpretative panels for visitor education purposes. Additional education
programs are currently being developed and will comprise a variety of education and safety
programs, including activities that focus on learning about, and protecting the park’s resources,
safe OHV operations, and possible Junior Ranger activities.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Clay Pit SVRA is for day use only. There is
no camping at this facility. It is open from
8:00 am until sunset, seven days a week.
Facilities available at the park include
shade ramadas, picnic tables, and a vault
toilet.

Park History

The history of Clay Pit is tied to the state-
wide effort to create reservoirs during the
State Water Project. After the dam was
completed, site ownership was retained by the California Department of Water Resources and
Department of Fish and Game. Although still somewhat unclear, further study of Clay Pit has the
potential to yield information about early California gold dredging activities and the State Water
Project. In 1981, the property was transferred to California State Parks for the purpose of estab-
lishing, operating, and maintaining an OHV area and providing for associated recreation on the
property. The Northern Buttes District of State Parks managed the area until July 1, 2009, when
it was then transferred to the OHMVR Division. Today, it is operated by the Twin Cities District.

Park Resources

Due to the heavy disturbance of the land as a result of the excavation, habitat diversity is limited at
Clay Pit. However, the park is home to a variety of wildlife, including black-tailed jack rabbits, west-
ern fence lizards, deer, and coyotes. The park is also home to a variety of bird species, including
golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, killdeer, prairie falcons, and northern flickers. Vegetation within
the park consists predominantly of vernal pools, grassland habitats, cottonwoods, cattail vegeta-
tion, and arroyo willow. Vegetation within the park consists of low growing grasses and wetland
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vegetation. Fremont cottonwoods are also found scattered throughout the park, offering areas of
shade for park visitors in the summer months.

The excavation of Clay Pit for the construction of the Lake Oroville Dam significantly altered the
natural surface. Any prehistoric archaeological sites that may have existed in the interior of Clay
Pit SVRA prior to the 1964 excavation, or possibility for relocation of those sites, have since
been destroyed. However, the park does contain dredge tailings dating to the gold rush era; field
surveys conducted by OHMVR archaeologists identified one previously undocumented historic-
era site.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources in the SVRA, including a summary
of resource monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled
sections within this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.

Heber Dunes SVRA

Heber Dunes SVRA is located in the Southern
Imperial Valley, a rich and intensively farmed
agricultural area in the California desert.
The park is situated approximately 10 miles
southeast of the city of El Centro and two
miles north of the Mexican border in Imperial
County. The SVRA, anintimate family-oriented
park, became an SVRA in 2007. Although
Heber Dunes SVRA is a relatively small park,
encompassing approximately 380 acres, it
fulfills an important local recreational need,
is close to home, and is a setting for many
families to gather, picnic, and socialize.

Desert Hot

Eagle
Mountain

Ocotillo
Wells SVRA o

Location: Imperial County
Total Park Acreage: 380

Elevations at Heber Dunes SVRA are typi-  Year the Park became an SVRA: 2007

cal of low desert environments. The park is

approximately 11 feet above sea level, has

intensely hot summers, with several months of temperatures over 100 degrees, often exceeding
115 degrees. Night time lows for most of the summer are in the high 80s. Winters are mild, and
frosts uncommon.

Heber Dunes General Plan
The OHMVR Division is in the process of preparing a General Plan and associated EIR for Heber

Dunes SVRA. The General Plan will establish the park’s primary purpose and management
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direction for its future. Initial General Plan research and analysis efforts included examination
of existing conditions, public outreach, and identification of issues and opportunities. Through
a public process, goals and guidelines are being developed to guide management direction for
long-term use of the park.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

Heber Dunes SVRA is a small park frequented by families and
friends who enjoy picnicking, barbecuing, and recreating or
watching people recreate on OHVs. The sand dunes and dense
groves of tamarisk trees that prevail throughout the park offer a
unique desert recreation experience, providing winding trails and
paths, and interesting terrain for the OHV enthusiast. The trees
provide shade—an oasis in the desert environment. The SVRA
is a popular destination for the local community and those who
enjoy recreating on ATVs. However, dune buggy, utility vehicle,
and motorcycle enthusiasts visit the park as well.

Training Track

Heber Dunes SVRA has a youth training ATV / dirt bike track designated for riders 12 years old
and under, riding 70cc or less. This is a great place for kids to ride under the watchful eye and
guidance of their parents.

Educational Programs

The SVRA offers ATV safety classes and education materi-
als in both English and Spanish. Additional education and
outreach programs are being developed and will include
activities that focus on safe OHV operation, Junior Ranger
activities, and protecting park resources.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Heber Dunes SVRA is for day use only. Facilities available
at the park include shade ramadas, barbecue pits, picnic
tables, and restrooms. There are no camping facilities at
the park.
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Park History

Heber Dunes SVRA has a colorful but provincial history. Native Americans, with an intimate
knowledge of the area’s natural resources, lived and traveled throughout the region for centuries.
Early Spanish explorers trekked across the land leading scouting parties in search of an overland
route to Alta California.

Eventually, industrious farmers developed much of the Imperial Valley and the land surrounding
Heber Dunes SVRA for agricultural purposes. However, the abundant trees, heavy clay, sand
dunes, and salt accumulations in the soils, made the conversion of Heber Dunes SVRA to farm-
land a daunting task unlikely to result in economic gain. The very reasons this area is was not
well suited for farming made it an ideal location for recreation. Heber Dunes SVRA remains an
isolated parcel of undeveloped land surrounded by agriculture and urbanization to the west. For
over 30 years, Imperial County administered Heber Dunes SVRA until California State Parks
entered into a lease agreement to operate the park in 2000. The park was officially deeded over
in 2007.

Park Resources

Surrounded by farms, highways, and
canals, Heber Dunes SVRA is a small
oasis in the Imperial Valley. The park
is visited by migrating birds, especially
north-bound birds in the spring, and is a
place for doves to nest and seek refuge.
Though not indigenous to the area, the
tamarisk trees thrive in the salty, sandy
soil. A diversity of wildlife populations
find shelter amongst the trees, a plenti-
ful food source in the adjacent hay and
grain fields, and plenty of water in the
canals which surround the park.

The stark environment of Heber Dunes, formerly dominated with creosote brush, shifting sands
and occasional episodic flooding may have made the area unattractive to long-term settlement.
The recent cultural resources inventory completed by the park provides a good understanding of
the history and resources of the area.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources in the SVRA, including a summary
of resource monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled
sections within this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.
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Hollister Hills SVRA

Hollister Hills SVRA is tucked into the Gabilan
Mountains in San Benito County, approxi-
mately eight miles south of the city of Hollister
and about an hour’s drive south of San Jose.
Oak-studded hillsides form the backdrop for
the park, which also features picturesque
rolling hills and springtime wildflower displays.
This island of open space is surrounded by
agricultural lands, homes and wineries. The SAIhEA R OLLISTER
park covers more than 7,000 acres of varied

terrain divided between the Upper Ranch and

Lower Ranch.

Location: San Benito County
In addition to the rich cultural history, visi- Total Park Acreage: 7,000
tors are drawn to the park’s extraordinary Year the Park became an SVRA: 1975
landscape, ranging from deep oak forests,
lush canyons, native grasslands, and the
many miles of diverse OHV trail opportunities. Hollister Hills SVRA is a family-oriented park that
provides a wide selection of off-highway vehicle adventures for responsible campers, picnickers,
and OHV and other outdoor enthusiasts. Elevations at the park range from 660 feet to 2,425 feet.
The average monthly temperature varies from the low-to-mid 90s in summer, to the low-to-upper
50s in winter.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

Hollister Hills SVRA offers diverse recre-
ational opportunities for the entire family. The
SVRA is divided into the Upper Ranch and
the Lower Ranch, where specifically dedi-
cated forms of OHV recreation are allowed.

The Upper Ranch: The 800+ acre Upper
Ranch includes a Grand Prix Track, obstacle
course, and over 35 miles of trails that offers
exciting and challenging off-highway fun for
4x4 vehicles.
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The Lower Ranch: This 3,300-acre area is set
aside for ATV and dirt bike use only. OHV rec-
reation is available on more than 128 miles of
trails and several hill climbs, as well as a variety
of tracks, open riding areas, and an adventure
course. Riding areas are also available for
children, limited to 90cc or smaller motorcycles
and ATVs.

Hollister Hills recently opened two new areas of
the park: the Renz and the Hudner properties.
The Renz is a 1,600-acre portion of the Lower
Ranch that provides a unique riding experience. The Hudner is located across Cienega Road
from the Lower Ranch and consists of approximately 1,500 acres of rolling hills with pristine views
of both the Cienega Valley and the town of Hollister. The Renz and Hudner properties represent
an improved way of approaching trail design for OHV recreation, focusing on narrow trails, fre-
quent grade changes, rolling trail contours, and trails designed to keep the impacts of sound away
from nearby neighbors. The properties highlight how improved trail design can protect the natural
and cultural resources and provide an interesting and enjoyable OHV experience for visitors.

Nature Area

The Nature Area is a non-motorized area of the park available for hiking and mountain biking. The
300+ acre area offers a network of trails for exploration and nature viewing.

Education Programs

The park offers its visitors an assortment of education programs,
including OHV safety training, nature programs, OHV mainte-
nance clinics, guided and self-guided tours, campfire programs,
living history programs, school field trips and presentations, and
outreach events. The park sponsors Junior Ranger OHV programs
and hosts the Off-Highway PAL program. These programs provide
a fun and interesting way for kids to learn about the park, practice
safe and responsible OHV use, and gain a greater understanding
about the natural and cultural resources in the park.

Special Events

Areas within the park are available for a variety of special events. Nationally televised Hare
Scrambles and 4-wheel drive events occur annually within the park. Additional events include
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charity fundraisers, OHV events geared for kids, and a unique national vintage motorcycle show
and race that draws people from around the country.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Hollister Hills SVRA is open year round for OHV recreational use. There are a variety of camp-
grounds differing in size, from smaller sites to areas set aside for large groups. The campsite
amenities include showers, flush toilets, picnic tables, and fire rings.

Park History

The lands of Hollister Hills were once inhabited
by the Ohlone Indians. The specific tribe that
lived in the area where the park is now located
was called the “Paxsin” or “Pagsin.” The Ohlone
people are a Native American people of the cen-
tral California coast. Until the arrival of Spanish
soldiers and missionaries to the area in the late
1700s, the Ohlone Indians survived by hunting,
fishing, and gathering.

Hollister Hills SVRA as a recreational park originated with Howard Harris. The SVRA is the site of
a former family ranch owned by Mr. Harris that for many years produced a variety of agricultural
products. In addition, Mr. Harris used the land for various diverse activities including mining,
geology classes, farming, ranching, hunting, and finally as an OHV area. The hills of Hollister
first welcomed OHVs to the ranch in 1947 when Bird Creek Hunting Club was organized. Jeeps,
motorcycles, and “tote-goats” were used for transportation around the ranch as well as to con-
trol trespassing. Mr. Harris built the majority of the park’s trails while operating the ranch as a
motorcycle park until October 1, 1975. Mr. Harris sold the land to the state in 1975, and it became
Hollister Hills SVRA.

Park Resources

Staff at Hollister Hills SVRA work diligently to provide
visitors with quality OHV recreational opportunities
while carefully balancing the impacts of OHV use
with the protection of the park’s natural and cultural
resources.
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The SVRA's landscape of oak woodlands, chaparral, and native and non-native grassland
provides habitat for the park’s numerous species and habitats including the federally-listed threat-
ened California red-legged frog, bobcat, several different raptors, mountain lions, flycatchers, and
the California thrasher. Riparian forest habitat at the park occurs along Bird Creek and Azalea
Canyon, and are important wildlife resources used by a variety of wildlife species.

Trails are designed for long-term sustainability in areas that have been strategically chosen for
their durability and lack of impact to the surrounding resources. With adaptive resource manage-
ment and the use of best management practices, motorized recreation and sensitive species
can coexist. Vegetation management, habitat enhancement, and restoration are programs used
throughout the park to sustain and protect the species most at risk.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources in the SVRA, including a summary
of resource monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled
sections within this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.

Hungry Valley SVRA

Hungry Valley SVRA is located directly south
of the town of Gorman near Tejon Pass, paral-
leling Interstate 5. It encompasses parts of
Los Angeles, Ventura, and Kern Counties. The
SVRA provides recreation and OHV opportu- HUNGRY
nities serving the needs of the Central Valley VALLEY SVRA
and the greater Los Angeles metropolitan
area. The park offers approximately 19,000
acres and more than 130 miles of scenic trails
for motorized use.

Hungry Valley is a distinctive area, where

diverse geological and biogeographical ele- Location: Kern, Los Angeles and Ventura
ments converge. The topography in the SVRA Counties
ranges from flat, broad valleys and gentle roll- Total Park Acreage: 17,000

ing landscapes, to sharp hills and steep-sided Year the Park became an SVRA: 1980

canyons that set off the more rugged hills and

mountains within the park. This varied terrain

provides unique opportunities for OHV enthusiasts, not to mention beautiful panoramic views of
vast open spaces and vistas. Elevations at the SVRA range from 3,000 feet to nearly 6,000 feet.
Hungry Valley is a semi-arid place. Summers are often hot, with temperatures ranging from the
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mid-90’slow 100s. In contract, the winters can be quite cold; snow is not uncommon. Spring
provides some of the most spectacular wildflowers displays in the California State Park system.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

All levels of OHV operator skills can enjoy the wide variety
of terrain and trails available at the SVRA and the adjoin-
ing Los Padres National Forest. Motorized recreational
opportunities includes open areas, dedicated trails, tracks,
play areas, special use areas, and a four-wheel drive
obstacle area. In addition to the more than 4,000 acres
available for open riding, there are approximately 130
miles of developed trails. The SVRA also features the
Quail Canyon Special Use Area, which includes the Quail
Canyon Motocross Track, a premier motocross track
designed by Roger Decoster. This area is a family-oriented
facility offering a broad variety of OHV track opportunities
for a range of OHVs.

Los Padres National Forest, Angeles National Forest, and Pyramid Lake

These areas are located adjacent to Hungry Valley SVRA and offer additional recreation options
including camping, hiking, hunting, off-highway vehicle recreation, and boating opportunities on
nearby Pyramid Lake. Hungry Valley SVRA is the main access point to Piru Creek and Alamo
Mountain in the Los Padres National Forest, popular day use destinations. From the SVRA, OHV
enthusiasts have easy access to Alamo Mountain.

Wildflower Viewing

During the wildflower season, Hungry Valley SVRA offers a self-guided tour route, two-hour
guided wildflower tours by staff, maps, and hiking opportunities throughout the park. In the spring,
the wildflowers in the area are world renown for
their color and abundance as the grassy hillsides
turn brilliant shades of orange, yellow, and pur-
ple. During the springtime, park staff produces
a weekly, updated flower guide on the wildflower
bloom. It is available at the district office, website,
and visitor kiosks.
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Hiking
The SVRA offers an easy half-mile hike through its Oak Woodland Natural Preserve. The 60-acre
natural preserve is located in the northwest area of Hungry Valley SVRA. A natural seep provides

water for immense valley oaks and native grasses that cannot be found growing anywhere else
in California.

Educational Programs

Park staff offer a variety of education programs
for the public’'s enjoyment. Programs include
Junior Ranger activities, group nature hikes,
wildlife viewing, and on-site school programs.
The park’s education program provides valuable
learning opportunities for local school groups
including park tours, nature hikes, wildflower
and Oak Woodland Natural Preserve tours, and
Native American history lessons. The SVRA’s
Junior Ranger OHV program provides a fun
and interesting way for kids to learn about the
park. It also provides an important opportunity to
educate kids - and parents - about OHV use, rider safety and respect for the park’s natural and
cultural resources. Additionally, in coordination with the Police Activities League, the park hosts
the Off-Highway PAL program.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Hungry Valley SVRA is open for day use and
camping seven days a week. The SVRA provides
approximately 150 campsites throughout the park,
including nine semi-developed campgrounds which
provide shade ramadas, picnic tables, fire rings,
and vault restrooms. Day use parking is allowed at
any of the nine campgrounds with access to over
130 miles of established trails.

Park History

The park lands were originally home to the Tataviam Indians, who practiced a hunting and
gatheringlifestyle. The tribe occupied the area until Euro-American influencein the 18" Century.
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Hungry Valley was later the site of homestead-
ing and ranching activities for more than 100
years. The sparsely inhabited region of Hungry
Valley was used mainly by Anglo settlers
between 1890 and 1940. The ruggedness
of the terrain in the area, and the barren
and marginally productive farmland meant that
homesteaders in Hungry Valley lived under
harsh economic conditions and settlement
came slowly.

Besides agriculture activities, construction and installation of oil pipelines and roads, as well as
mining activities occurred in the early 1900s. The 1920s and 1930s saw a variety of homestead-
ing activities. However, most of these small homesteaders failed and were ultimately wiped out by
drought. Thereafter, most lands in the Hungry Valley area was maintained by large landowners
until it was purchased from the 1940’s through the 1970’s by the state and federal government
agencies. Most of the land in Hungry Valley SVRA was acquired by California State Parks
between 1978 and 1980.

Park Resources

Hungry Valley SVRA boasts broad vistas, rolling hills, and terraces carpeted with wildflowers,
valley oaks, and native grasses. Hungry Valley staff work diligently to provide its visitors with
quality OHV recreation while carefully balancing the impacts of OHV use with the protection of the
park’s natural and cultural resources. Effective resource management
includes staff regularly monitoring the parks resources, various plants
and animals, and fixing and stabilizing eroded areas. Selected areas of
the park are also closed to protect sensitive resources.

Several different types of grassland communities occur in the SVRA.
The park’s riparian community is dominated by trees and shrubs, and
the oak woodland community is dominated by valley oak, with an under-
story of primarily grasses and forbs. Hungry Valley is in the California
Wildlife Region. A diversity of habitat in the SVRA supports a variety
of wildlife including road runners, golden eagles, black-tailed deer, and
bobcats. Coast horned lizards and prairie falcons may also be spotted
in the park.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources in the SVRA, including a summary
of resource monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled
sections within this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.
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Oceano Dunes SVRA

Oceano Dunes SVRA is located on California’s
Central Coast in San Luis Obispo County,
within the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes com-
plex. The SVRA is bordered on the north by
the cities of Grover Beach and Pismo Beach,
on the east by the city of Oceano, on the south
by Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes National Wildlife
Refuge, and on the west by the Pacific Ocean.

The SVRA offers 3,600 acres of beautiful
scenery along the Pacific Ocean, including
the beach, coastal sand dunes, wetlands,
lakes, and riparian areas. Oceano Dunes’
topography includes an active dune complex
(shifting sand) that is geologically unique. The
sand that formed these dunes was carried
down to the ocean by rivers and streams,

El Paso
de Robles

OCEANO DUNES

SVRA ‘@

Location: San Luis Obispo County
Total Park Acreage: 3,600
Year the Park became an SVRA: 1982

deposited on the beach by ocean currents, and then shaped by the wind into the dunes seen
today in a process that is still ongoing. The sand dunes’ distinctive features provide for impressive
recreational opportunities for OHV enthusiasts visiting from all over the world. The park provides
a unique opportunity for visitors to participate in motorized recreation on several miles of beach
and coastal sand dunes. The SVRA has been a favorite camping and recreation site for families

for over 100 years.

Elevations at the park range from sea level to 200 feet. Oceano Dunes experiences typical
Central California coastal weather conditions, with daytime temperatures ranging from the low
50s to the high 70s throughout much of the year. Gusty afternoon wind and morning coastal fog

are prevalent in the spring and summer months.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

Of the 3,600 acres managed by Oceano
Dunes staff, 1,500 acres of beach and
dunes are available for OHV recre-
ation. The SVRA is a favorite area for
Californians to recreate on the beach
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and dunes in a wide range of motorized vehicles, from standard highway vehicles to highly
specialized dune buggies.

Training Area

ATV Safety Certificate courses are available at the park in a secure training area. Comprehensive
ATV safety education programs provide an important opportunity to educate the public on safe
and responsible use of OHVs and raise awareness of the park’s resources.

Hiking / Birdwatching

In addition to motorized recreation, Oceano Dunes SVRA provides a wide array of other non-
motorized recreation opportunities including hiking, nature walks, and birdwatching. South of
the SVRA is the Oso Flaco Lakes area. This area
consists of two freshwater lakes and dune com-
plexes managed for non-motorized recreational
uses. Visitors to the Oso Flaco area can enjoy a
moderate walk along the one-mile ADA accessible
boardwalk, observing wildlife and native plants as
the path passes Oso Flaco Lake, leading out to the
beach. Oso Flaco Lake is an important stopover for
waterfowl traveling along the Pacific Flyway.

Horseback Riding

Horseback riding is welcome in the park. There is an equestrian staging area located near the
beach entrance on Grand Avenue. Rides can also be arranged through the commercial stables
located near the park.

Water Recreation

Surfing, boating, operating personal watercraft, kiteboard-
ing, and paddling are some of the recreational watersports
available at Oceano Dunes SVRA. Since motorized activity
is allowed on the beach, those accessing the water for rec-
reational purposes can park their vehicles and easily unload
gear near the water’s edge.

Education Programs

Staff at Oceano Dunes SVRA offers or hosts a variety of
education and safety programs unique to the park. Programs
include youth safety clinics, Junior Ranger programs, guided
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walks, campfire programs and more. The park also hosts the Off-Highway PAL program.
Education and outreach programs offer a fun and interesting way for both kids and adults to learn
about the park and its important resources. Programs also provide an important opportunity to
teach visitors about OHV use, rider safety, rules
of the road, and how behavior and actions affect
the park’s natural and cultural resources.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

The park offers primitive beach and dune camp-
ing with no designated campsites. Day use
access to the beach is available daily from
6:00 am to 11:00 pm. The camping limit is 1,000
street legal vehicles per day. Camping is also available off the beach at the North Beach and
Oceano Campgrounds. These two campgrounds provide conventional amenities such as picnic
tables, fire rings, and restrooms.

Park History

The Chumash Indians lived in the Oceano Dunes area for thousands of years. Evidence of their
presence can be seen in several locations in the dunes in the form of “middens,” which are piles
of shells left after the Chumash collected them for food. These middens are protected by state
and federal law.

The first documentation of motorized vehicles being operated on the beach was a 1906 news-
paper article announcing that Ford Motor Company was meeting in Pismo Beach for a rally
between California’s northern and southern car
dealerships. Early photos depict families enjoying
the beach and dunes in horse drawn carriages
and on bicycles.

Pavilion Hill, a large vegetated dune, is named
for the huge Victorian style dance pavilion which
was built at the turn of the twentieth century.
There was also a pier extending into the ocean in
front of the Pavilion. The Pavilion was torn down
in 1921 as it was in disrepair after years of exis-
tence on a naturally moving sand dune. During
the depression years of the 1930s extending into
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the 1940s, a colony of artists, writers, and others
known as the Dunites lived east of the dunes.

The original park land holding was acquired and
operated as an SVRA in 1974. It was then called
the Pismo Dunes SVRA and it was managed by the
California State Parks San Luis Obispo Coast District
as an extension of Pismo State Beach. Over the
years, additional adjacent properties were acquired,
extending the SVRA. In 1982, the California Park

and Recreation Commission established a new district and the OHMVR Division took over active
management for the park. Thereafter, the park was named Oceano Dunes SVRA.

Park Resources

A wide variety of plants and animals thrive in the park’s harsh environment of sand, salt, and
wind, including wildflowers, small mammals, insects, and a variety of small birds including

hawks, owls, pelicans, and gulls. Effective
resource management includes protecting
vegetated areas of the park, monitoring
wildlife and their habitats, and protecting
sensitive habitats and endangered species.

Oceano Dunes SVRA provides some
of the most productive breeding habitat
along the California coast for the federally-
threatened western snowy plover and the
state and federally-endangered California
least tern. During the nesting season from

March 1 - September 30, approximately 260 acres of the park’s camping and recreation area, and

an additional 70 acres in the non-OHV area of Oso
Flaco, are closed to protect these species.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural
resources in the SVRA, including a summary of
resource monitoring data and restoration work, is
discussed under those specifically titled sections
within this report. Please refer to those sections for
more detailed information.
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Ocotillo Wells SVRA

Ocaotillo Wells SVRA is the largest of the
SVRAs consisting of more than 85,000 acres
of Southern California desert. The SVRA is
located near the Salton Sea and covers por-
tions of both San Diego and Imperial Counties.
Ocotillo Wells SVRA offers a wide range of
opportunities for OHV recreation and explora-
tion, as well as for hiking, biking, geocaching,
and camping. In fact, it is possible to explore

the park’s open environment and varied terrain K

for days without having to retrace your tracks.

Desert Hot
Springs
[

Palm Springs ®

0COTILLO

Heber Dunes
SVRA

Visitors marvel at the many exotically named Location: San Diego and Imperial Counties
natural wonders such as Blow Sand Hill, Total Park Acreage: 85,000

Devil's Slide, and the Badlands. Year the Park became an SVRA: 1981

Elevations at Ocotillo Wells SVRA range from

176 feet below sea level to approximately 400 feet above sea level. The extreme terrain and
intense climate have challenged both the skills and endurance of OHV recreation enthusiasts for

generations.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

The SVRA offers a variety of OHV recreational opportuni-
ties for different types of OHVs. Some areas of the park
offer open riding while other areas of the park allow riding
on trails and roads only.

In partnership with the BLM, Ocaotillo Wells manages and
operates BLM lands to the south and east of the park as
part of the larger SVRA. The western boundary and part of
the northern boundary borders the half-million acre Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park, which is open to exploration
only by highway-legal vehicles (no non-highway registered
vehicles are allowed). along the park’s primitive road
system.

Self-guided OHV tours are available at Ocotillo Wells
SVRA, taking visitors to interesting and unique features
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throughout the park, including Shell Reef,
Barrel Springs, the Pumpkin Patch, and the
Gas Domes.

Youth Track

The Harold Soens Youth Track is designated
for riders 12 years old or younger, riding 70cc
or less. It is a great place for kids to ride under
the guidance of parent supervision.

Geocaching

Ocaotillo Wells SVRA offers a unique location for those interested in geocaching, an exciting
recreational activity for the entire family. Participants use Geographical Positioning System (GPS)
coordinates to locate hidden “caches.” While the park fully supports responsible geocaching,
damaging resources is never tolerated.

In 2009, Ocotillo Wells SVRA hosted the first ever geocaching event in California State Parks’
history. This one of a kind event, which attracted over 700 people in its first year, provides innu-
merable opportunities for staff to engage park visitors in the discovery and understanding of the
park’s natural and cultural resources.

Hiking
In addition to the OHV recreation opportunities within the park, there are also many hiking oppor-

tunities available. The park offers guided and self-guided walks.

Horseback Riding

Riding is permitted in the park, but no dedicated facilities are available.

Education Programs

Park staff provides a comprehensive education
program from October through April. Programs
include desert animal exhibits, star and moon
gazing, OHV tours, Junior Ranger activities,
and traditional evening campfire programs. The
park also hosts Off-Highway PAL programs.
Education programs available at the SVRA
teach and inspire visitors to learn more about
the park’s resources, the desert, wildlife habitats,
and its fascinating geologic features. Visitors can
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enjoy staff-led geology and wildlife viewing tours on ATVs. In addition to these programs, SVRA
staff also provides outreach and education for schools and youth programs, highlighting desert
animal safety, rider safety, and career opportunities.

Facilities

Day Use and Camping

Day use and camping facilities are available
throughout the park, including open camping
for up to 30 days per calendar year. Developed
campsite areas include vault restrooms, shade
ramadas, picnic tables, and fire rings. Additional
shade ramadas and picnic tables are located
throughout the park for day use. Adjacent to the
Discovery Center is a day use picnic area which
includes an accessible walkway, native plant gar-
den, and interpretive panels.

Discovery Center and Amphitheater

The Discovery Center features fun and interesting displays about the desert, as well as hands-on
activities for the whole family to enjoy. The Discovery Center is also a great place to pick up a
park map, a visitor’'s guide, and a schedule of the week’s activities. An ADA accessible amphithe-
ater located just west of the Discovery Center, allows experienced staff to present a wide variety
of free programs on archaeology, astronomy, desert wildlife, local history, and many other topics
of interest.

Park History

Ocaotillo Wells SVRA has had a rich and varied history. Native peoples lived and traveled through-
out the region for centuries. Early Spanish explorers
trekked across the land leading scouting parties in search
of an overland route to Alta California.

For several decades in the early 20" century, wildcatting
oil speculators unsuccessfully drilled for “black gold” in
Ocaotillo Wells. In the 1930s, movie moguls sent Hollywood
production companies to Ocotillo Wells where they filmed
a number of well-known movies. During World War I, the
U.S. government commandeered portions of the land for
military training and a firing range. Surplus Jeeps were
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among the first recreational vehicles
used to explore the park just after the
war.

Ocaotillo Wells SVRA was established
in 1979. Prior to this, the area was
part of the Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park. Before the area became a state
park, the lands were owned by many
different people. Today, there are still
over 600 private inholdings in the
park.

Park Resources

Ocotillo Wells staff balance OHV rec-
reation with protection of the park’s
truly unique natural, cultural, and geo-
logical resources. The desert habitats
are very fragile and take extraordi-
narily long periods of time to recover.
Distinct to the Ocotillo Wells SVRA is
its interesting geologic natural won-
ders. In addition, the SVRA is desig-
nated aArcharchaeological site cona
State “Watchable Wildlife” site. The

SVRA is a great place to observe a wide variety of fascinating desert creatures—from jackrabbits
and coyotes to desert iguana and zebra-tailed lizards, from sidewinder rattlesnakes to the classic

roadrunner.

The condition and status of the natural
and cultural resources in the SVRA,
including a summary of resource
monitoring data and restoration work,
is discussed under those specifi-
cally titled sections within this report.
Please refer to those sections for
more detailed information.
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Prairie City SVRA

Prairie City SVRA is an urban OHV park
located at the base of the Sierra Nevada
foothills approximately 25 miles east of
Sacramento and 60 miles west of Lake Tahoe.
Flat, open grasslands, rolling hills with native
blue oak trees, and acres of cobbled mine
tailings span the park providing for an array
of OHV recreation opportunities. The SVRA
extends more than 1,000 acres and offers
OHV enthusiasts a variety of terrain, trails,
open riding, and an extensive selection of
tracks operated by concessionaires. Park
elevations range from 260 to 342 feet above
sea level. Summers at the park are dry and
hot, while winters tend to have dense fog in the
mornings and occasional heavy rains.

Recreational Opportunities

OHV Recreation

Prairie City SVRA offers approximately 700 acres of
motorized recreation for public use. OHV recreational
opportunities include terrain, trails, and tracks for motor-

Location: Sacramento County
Total Park Acreage: 1,047
Year the Park became an SVRA: 1989

cycles, ATVs, 4x4s, RUVs, Karts, and Quarter
Midgets. Most of the trails in the park avail-
able for motorcycles and ATVs are beginner
or intermediate level with a few expert trails.

Tracks

In addition to the trails and areas throughout

the park, there are also separate motorcycles and ATV practice tracks. Privately operated
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concessionaires provide a number of specialty tracks including the Hangtown Track, a Quarter
Midget Track, Kart Track, and Arena Cross TT.

Hangtown MX Track

The Hangtown MX Track is operated by a private conces-
sionaire. Just over a mile in length with challenging terrain
and high jumps, this track is designed for expert level
motocross riders. In the spring, the track is home to the
annual Hangtown National Motocross Classic. The first
Hangtown race took place in 1969, making it the longest
running national series motocross race. It has been held at
Prairie City since 1979, and is one of the largest outdoor
sporting events in Sacramento County with more than 25,000 spectators. It is the only outdoor
national race still promoted by a nonprofit club, the Dirt Diggers North Motorcycle Club.

Special Events

Prairie City SVRA hosts numerous OHV events each
year. Popular events include Hare Scrambles, the
VORRA off-road truck and buggy series, Kart and
Quarter Midget races, supermoto competitions, and
the annual Hangtown National Motocross Classic.

Mountain Biking

On Wednesday evenings, during the spring and fall,
mountain bike enthusiasts can enjoy the park as they
practice and test their skills.

Education Programs

Through portable staffed exhibits and special events,
Prairie City SVRA’s education programs provide an
important opportunity to teach kids about responsible
OHYV use, safety, rider ethics, and awareness and pro-
tection of the park’s natural and cultural resources. The
park also hosts the Off-Highway PAL program.
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Facilities

Day Use and Camping

The SVRA offers shaded picnic sites, barbecue grills, fire pits, and restrooms in the Staging
Area. Day use parking is provided in the Staging Area and at designated areas near the various
tracks and 4x4 area. There are no camping facilities at the park.

Environmental Training Center

The Environmental Training Center, or ETC, provides
a venue for promoting safe and sustainable OHV rec-
reation practices by educating OHV recreationists on
environmental responsibility and safe vehicle opera-
tion. The ETC building, which houses a classroom,
locker room, and office space, was constructed of
recycled materials and uses solar panels to generate
100% of its energy. It also provides charging stations
for electric vehicles. Visitors can see and learn about
alternative fuel vehicles including electric motorcy-
cles, electric utility vehicles, and other technological
advancements to help reduce the environmental impacts of vehicles.

The ETC rider training area consists of a level dirt riding arena and a 3-acre trail system designed
to mimic natural riding conditions. The level training area is used by certified professional trainers
to teach new riders about proper riding tech-
niques, while the trail system allows students a
place to practice their new skills. The OHV safety
training program promotes safe and responsible
riding ethics to students, and assists them in
minimizing their impact on the environment by
emphasizing the importance of staying on the

trail and maintaining control of their vehicle.

The landscape in the trail system features
examples of six different California ecosystems,
including desert, chaparral, oak woodland, coni-
fer forest, sand dunes, and a riparian zone.
Participants learn real-world off-highway vehicle
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riding techniques and environmentally responsible riding ethics while negotiating varying terrain
and natural obstacles similar to that found in some OHV recreation areas.

Park History

The park lands were originally home to the Valley Nisenan Maidu Native Americans. The Maidu
people occupied the eastern portions of the middle and lower Sacramento Valley and Sierra
foothills until the discovery of gold and the ensuing Gold Rush.

Prairie City SVRA takes its name from the gold rush mining community that was located just
northeast of the present-day park. Today, reminders of that 1850s community can be seen in the
acres of cobbled mine tailings left after dredges combed the ancient river beds in search of gold
in the late 1800s, and a historical marker just outside the park—California Historical Landmark
#464. After the gold mining days, the area became home to a number of cattle ranches.

In the early 1960s, Aerojet General Corporation purchased the southern portion of the existing
park to build and test rocket engines for the federal government. Today, you can still see both the
test rocket launch pit, and the dome-shaped control room called the “Moon Room.”

In 1972, Roy and Mary McGill leased 435 acres of the present park site from Aerojet General
Corporation and created a motorcycle riding and competition facility called McGill Off-Highway
Vehicle Park. Sacramento County purchased the area in 1975. An additional 401 acres was
purchased in 1976, and in July 1988, the park was turned over to the OHMVR Division.

Park Resources

Prairie City’s terrain varies from flat, open grasslands to rolling hills covered with native blue oak
trees. The grasslands attract golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, killdeer, northern harriers, various
songbirds, and many small mammals. Quail, wild turkeys, and woodpeckers shelter under the
oaks, deer graze in the area, and occasionally coyotes and bobcats can be spotted.

Selected areas of the SVRA are closed to protect sensitive natural resources. Approximately
150 acres of the park are designated as an ecological reserve to protect the vernal pool habitat
and the fairy shrimp, a federally-listed special status species. There are also lands surrounding
sections of the park which are closed to provide a “buffer” to the neighbors and to protect OHV
opportunities in the SVRA.

The condition and status of the natural and cultural resources in the SVRA, including a summary
of resource monitoring data and restoration work, is discussed under those specifically titled
sections within this report. Please refer to those sections for more detailed information.
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Interpretation, Education, and Hands-on Training

The OHMVR Division is committed to developing high quality interpretation, education, and
hands-on training programs that focus on increasing understanding and appreciation for

California’s diverse OHV opportunities, natural and cultural resources, and the importance of
recreating responsibly.

At the OHMVR Division we celebrate and support public outreach,
interpretation and education efforts in our SVRAs and with all our
partners who have an interest in OHV recreation. The OHMVR
Division believes the best way to protect recreational opportunities
and the environment is to build understanding in those who visit
California’s public lands so that they choose to act responsibly.

The OHV Program is as diverse as is the State itself. The variety
of our programs speak to the variety people, habitats, technolo-
gies, attitudes, and beliefs and interests of Californians. Cities,

counties, BLM, USFS, clubs, organizations, non-profits and educational
institutions—everyone who cares about people, the environment, and OHV recreation must
work together to send a consistent message about responsible use.

Education, interpretation and outreach is accomplished at the SVRAs
through various programs, activities, and special events. This

includes campfire programs, guided riding tours, desert animal

exhibits, 4x4 history tours, and the Junior Ranger Program that

promotes responsible behavior and environmental stewardship

for youth. Creating the ethic of protecting public lands and their
recreational opportunities should be made a cultural norm for
development of life-long values.

Through integration with the USFS, the BLM and the California
K-12 curriculum, the Division is continuing to evolve its outreach
program placing emphasis on the rules and regulations associated  with operating OHVs
safely, the importance of responsible OHV use, the need to respect private property, the

s damage and consequences created by trespassing into closed areas, and
)‘E the commitment to staying on and sharing the trails.

Dirt Bike and ATV safety classes are available at the SVRAs and are taught
by park employees as well as private instructors. The OHMVR Division also

pays the tuition for any youth under 18 years who enroll in the ATV safety
training programs.

The OHMVR Division sponsors the Off-Highway PAL and SnoPAL pro-
grams. These programs pair up at-risk youth participating in the California
Police Activity League with instructors and equipment (ATVs, motorcycles
and snowmobiles). The PAL program uses the appeal of OHV recreation
as a “gateway activity” to welcome young people into a learning environ-

ment which promotes responsible recreation, and understanding and appreciation of
the outdoors.
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Volunteers and Nonprofits

Since the inception of the OHMVR Program 40 years
ago, by founders Chappie and Z’berg, volunteers have
been an integral part of the Program. The
combined effort of these dedicated groups
and individuals has resulted in thousands of
hours of time given to our parks and public
lands. Volunteers have a variety of skills and
abilities that provide essential support—
from trail maintenance, and education and
interpretation, to working at the special event or in

the office—we couldn’t do it without the focused efforts of
our volunteers!

Volunteers represent a cross section of those who
visit our parks. They bring ideas, views, and approaches which
enrich the SVRA and the resources we protect. Volunteers
contribute to park visitors’ knowledge, encourage interest, and
increase enjoyment while assisting with park operations and

special projects. They remind us about our mission and what it
truly means.

Volunteers are an essential link in the overall
operation of State Parks. They provide park visi-
tors information that may not be available from the
state, and they interpret park history and features in
a manner that is engaging and enjoyable.

The OHMVR Division would like to recognize the concerted
efforts of everyone involved in our Volunteer Program! Your
contribution enriches our parks; your spirit energizes us.
Without your support, we would not be able to provide the high
quality recreation opportunities that exist today.

Thank you!
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REPORT REQUIREMENT No. 1

The results of the strategic planning process completed pursuant to
subdivision (1) of Section 5090.32.

In 2008, the Division began the process of developing a shared vision with the Commission,
and developing a Strategic Plan to achieve that vision. Based on a series of meetings
with the Commission Subcommittee and the public,
a Vision Statement was created and approved by the

Commission. VISION STATEMENT
Through an extensive process that included internal staff The OHMVR Division will
workshops and public meetings, the Division conducted assure ongoing access to a

a comprehensive assessment of external and internal wide variety of high quality OHV

factors that affect the OHMVR Program. Based on the || recreational opportunities through
information gleaned during this process, the Division
developed strategic planning goals and objectives.

our commitment to prudent
resource management, outdoor

Public review meetings, workshops, and focus group || management, outdoor recreation,
meetings were conducted to develop the draft that was community education and
submitted to the Commission for review and comment. environmental stewardship.
After incorporating changes based on the Commission
comments and Commission meetings, as well as com-
ments from the public, the Strategic Plan was completed and submitted in the fall of 2009 to the
Governor and Department of Finance for approval.

The Strategic Plan provides a road map for the OHMVR Division and is based on four strategic
themes and five guiding principles.

Based on these strategic themes and guiding principles, the Strategic Plan adopts a framework
of six goals for the OHMVR Program in order to meet its legislative mandates.

For each of the goals listed above, the Strategic Plan lays out specific objectives to be imple-
mented to achieve the goal. The objectives include anticipated timeframes for completion, and
also describe performance measures which can be tracked to verify objectives have been
accomplished. Finally, resource assumptions are included for each objective which indicates
whether additional resources will be needed in order to achieve the objective.
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GOAL 1 - Sustain Existing Opportunity: Protect, preserve, and enhance existing OHV
opportunities in a manner that ensures well managed, interesting, and high quality experi-
ences, and address the environmental impacts that may be associated with those activi-
ties.

GOAL 2 - Increase OHV Opportunity: Add new OHYV opportunities where appropriate
and needed to replace loss of existing opportunities and respond to changing and future
demand.

GOAL 3 - Staff Development: Enhance the abilities of Program managers and staff dedi-
cated to the development, management, and implementation of the OHMVR Program.

GOAL 4 - Develop an Informed and Educated Community: Achieve a highly informed
and educated community associated with OHV recreational activities, dedicated to safe
and lawful OHV operation and responsible environmental stewardship.

GOAL 5 - Cooperative Relationships: Establish and maintain productive relationships
between individuals, organizations, industry, and government agencies to cooperatively
identify problems and develop and implement solutions to advance the Mission and Goals
of the OHMVR Program.

GOAL 6 - Informed Decision Making: Improve the quality, quantity, and accessibility
of information needed to support sound decision making, transparency of administration,
and communication with the interrelated groups interested in, and associated with, the
OHMVR Program.

NN

STRATEGIC THEMES
Emphasize the Basics
The Greening of OHV Recreation
Improving Technology

The New Gateway
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Sustainability
Transparency in Decision Making

Working with Partners and
Volunteers

Considering the Needs and
Concerns of Stakeholders

Sound Data for Management
Decision Making
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REPORT REQUIREMENT NoO. 2

The condition of natural and cultural resources of areas and trails
receiving state off-highway motor vehicle funds and the resolution of
conflicts of use in those areas and trails.

Condition of Resources in SVRAs

Protecting natural and cultural resources is essential to ensure OHV recreation areas are man-
aged to sustain long-term use. Overall, the condition of natural and cultural resources being
managed through financial contributions from the OHMVR Program have benefited from recent
changes in the state’s OHMVR Program. Though much has been accomplished, the OHMVR
Program must continue its efforts to protect lands, maintain habitat, and repair damage caused
by both legal and unauthorized OHV recreation.

The Division directly manages eight SVRAs. Below is a brief description of the condition of
natural resources in these areas.

Carnegie SVRA - Natural Resources

Located in the coastal hills of western San Joaquin and eastern
Alameda counties, the topography of Carnegie SVRA is steep,
with several vegetation communities represented, including
California annual grassland, blue oak, California sagebrush-black
sage, and mule fat. The climate is Mediterranean, with cool, wet
winters and hot dry summers.

The park currently owns approximately 5,000 acres. Of that acre-
age, approximately 1,500 acres are open to the public for OHV
use; the remainder is awaiting the preparation of a General Plan.
The public use area is divided by use type; open riding and trails
only. Approximately half of the park on the north side, which typically consists of areas that are
grasslands with more durable clay soils, is “open riding.” Although these clay soils have been
ridden on for several decades, years of observations and monitoring show few signs of erosion
or degradation. The other half, the south side, is the “trails only” area, which comprises the more
sensitive habitats of the park (coastal scrub and oak woodland). The soils in these habitats are
less stable and need vegetation to minimize erosion from storm water, while the vegetation,
once disturbed, can take years to re-establish. These two designations were established in the
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park’s General Plan (1981). Orange carsonite
markers installed in 2004 clearly delineate
the boundary between the two use areas,
informing visitors when they cross from one
riding zone into the other.

The current health of the ecosystem, as
measured by amphibian presence and bird
species richness, appears good (see species
monitoring in Report Requirement No. 4). New
HMS protocols are in place this year and will
provide a more complete and comprehensive
measurement of ecosystem health.

The park is home to the federally-listed threatened California red-legged frog and California tiger
salamander. Because of the presence of these listed species, along with the need to clean out
sediment basins annually, several permits are in place, issued by both state and federal agencies
starting in 2005.

The park also maintains an industrial storm water permit from the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQBC) for the Tesla mining district at the upstream end of the park. Per
the requirements of this permit, the park began the process of installing temporary erosion and
sediment control measures, best management practices (BMPs), such as silt fence, rock bag
check dams, and culvert replacement, aimed at decreasing stormwater run off and improving
water quality. Twice each year, the run off from the site is analyzed for sediment, oil, grease,
and total organic carbon. The results are mixed, and more samples will be needed in order to
reach conclusions with any level of confidence. Although anecdotal, the visual inspections have
indicated these measures do reduce the amount of sediment in the storm water. For example,
at the end of the 2009-2010 season the three foot tall silt fence (sediment capturing measure)
had retained only one foot of sediment, significantly less than in previous years. Each year, park
staff evaluate, record, and submit this data to the RWQCB. Permanent BMPs and erosion control
measures are being established using data from previ-
ous efforts.

In 2004-2007, a watershed analysis (Corral Hollow
Watershed Assessment — June 2007) was conducted
by Salix Applied Earthcare and Geosyntec Consultants
for of all the state parcels owned within the Corral
Hollow Creek watershed, a seasonal drainage running
along the northern park boundary. The watershed
analysis assessed the park’s water quality issues
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and identified possible problem areas while proposing
small and large-scale solutions. This comprehensive
study has provided the background needed to plan future
improvement projects (e.g., road and trail maintenance
and realignment and restoration of Corral Hollow Creek)
and has focused management efforts on locating and
improving specific issues within the park. As an example,
the primary trails, which are also the emergency access
roads, were divided into several sections based on shared
physical characteristics. Each section was evaluated
based on grade, existing drainage, erosion potential, delivery potential, and an estimate of past
soil loss. This evaluation resulted in a prescription for maintenance activities along each seg-
ment, as well as a priority rating. While some of the recommendations were implemented during
the annual maintenance activities, the majority will be executed as a major capital outlay project
(currently in the planning phase).

In conjunction with these projects, staff has implemented an intensive sign program to better
assist visitors with understanding where they can and cannot recreate, as well as providing infor-
mation about sustaining a healthy habitat and water quality. These projects continue to improve
OHV recreation opportunities by developing better managed trail systems and, at the same time,
ensuring sustainability of park lands and resources through proactive BMPs.

Clay Pit SVRA - Natural Resources

Clay Pit SVRA is surrounded by the Oroville Municipal Airport, ranchland, a California Department
of Fish and Game (CDFG) shooting range and CDFG wildlife area. The bowl-shaped topography
has largely been created by past excavation of clay minerals used in the construction of the
Oroville Dam, and dredge tailings from gold mining remain, primarily in the southeastern corner
of the park. A shallow canal partially bisects the northern one-third of the park. The northern,
upstream end of the canal is fed by a very small, seasonal drainage that originates outside the
park to the north, draining part of the adjacent airport and surrounding uplands.

Habitat diversity is limited within the park, although seasonally wet areas cover as much as 15%
of the total acreage. Most of the park consists of upland areas that experience dry, hot condi-
tions during the summer and early fall. Vegetation within the park consists of three distinct plant
communities. Upland locations, which are non-wetland areas, are vegetated with low growing
grasses. Lowland locations consist mostly of wetland vegetation associated with vernal pool
habitat, and a few areas consist of other wetland vegetation such as spikerush. Fremont cot-
tonwoods are also found scattered throughout the park, offering areas of shade for park visitors
in the summer months.
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Wetland delineations were completed in 2005 and 20082
and provided classification of the existing vegetation.
Together the two delineations identified almost 200 sepa-
rate wetlands, including vernal pools. These delineations of
the vernal pools identified various aquatic flowering plants
and biota, including the federally-listed threatened vernal
pool fairy shrimp. Additionally, a sensitive plant species
survey® and a bird survey were completed in 2005.

Many vernal pool features throughout the SVRA have been
heavily impacted by soil disturbance, either from OHV use
or historic mining activities. The OHV activity creates rills
and shallow depressions in which ponding occurs, giving
rise to hydrophytic (aquatic) vegetation. The hydrophytic vegetation is in a continual state of
disturbance and re-establishment from OHV activities.

The greatest challenge facing Clay Pit SVRA is the ability to develop recreational opportuni-
ties while protecting and enhancing the existing vernal pool habitat. Although the park unit is
quite small—approximately 220 acres—and does
not draw a large number of visitors each year, the
construction of new facilities could increase park
visitation numbers.

Although the site currently provides very little struc-
tured recreation, the local OHV community enjoys
the park unit for its open riding and hill climbing fea-
tures. Over the last few years, park staff have worked
with the park visitors to assess their needs and
determine what facilities might be beneficial. Most of
the facilities requested, such as tracks and staging areas, could be constructed in upland areas,
which would help lessen impacts to the vernal pools. A park General Plan is currently under way
and will provide strategies and alternatives for development and restoration activities, along with
guidance from regulatory agencies such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), CDFG,
Army Corp of Engineers and the RWQCB.

Hydrology and run-on drainage issues from adjacent lands are problematic as the property
receives a good deal of storm water run-on and can flood from waters of the Feather River.
A hydrology study currently underway will assess site conditions including non-point source
pollution, sediment generation, and general hydrological conditions to assist staff in developing
adaptive storm water management actions. The results of this survey will be available in 2011.
Preliminary results are not yet available.
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Hollister Hills SVRA - Natural Resources

Located just an hour’s drive from San Jose, Hollister Hills SVRA is situated in the Gabilan
Mountains at elevations from 660 feet to 2,425 feet. Adobe and granitic soils are present, pre-
dominantly separated by the San Andreas Fault that runs through the park. Topography on the
property ranges from the foothills to mountain ridgeline.

Vegetation communities consist of annual grassland, conifer forest, pine woodland, riparian-oak
woodland, and high and low chaparral, neighbored by agricultural areas. Common wildlife in the
park include black-tailed deer, coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, ground squirrels, bats, red-tailed
hawks, western meadowlarks, wild turkeys, western fence lizards, and gopher snakes.

Hollister Hills integrates natural features into effec-
tive strategies that help address the concerns of
nearby community members and landowners.
For example, the two primary by-products of
OHV use that affect the park’s neighbors are
noise and fugitive dust levels. The Hollister Hills
trail design team takes advantage of the land’s
natural contours designing trails that limit the
effect of OHV sound on neighboring properties.*
Another example is the adobe soil areas in the
park. These soils are high in clay content which
minimizes erosion and reduces airborne dust.
This resistance to erosion, coupled with appropriate trail design, helps ensure clean water quality
and trail sustainability. Reduction of dust promotes good neighbor relations. Trails that exist in
other types of soil are constructed away from neighbors and require additional erosion control
features.

In 2008, Hollister Hills opened the Hudner and Renz properties. The trails were designed on land
which had previously been surveyed for sensitive plants and animals thus reducing the impacts
to the habitat. To protect the California tiger salamander, certain trails were seasonally closed
during the breeding season. In addition, every effort was made to use the land’s natural contours
to channel sounds way from neighboring properties and to site the trails in areas that would
minimize the impacts of dust and sound. Trails were located in areas where surveys indicated the
presence of soil types resistant to erosion. The end result yielded increased OHV opportunity.

Hollister Hills SVRA continuously seeks to foster partnerships and takes a collaborative
approach to address issues and develop methods that sustain OHV recreation. For example,
in 2009 park staff created a new internship program in partnership with West Valley College,
San Jose State University, and Fresno State University. The internships last between 10 and
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14 weeks. Since the program’s inception,
three interns have been through the pro-
gram and were subsequently hired into the
Environmental Management Program at
the District. Interns have the opportunity to
work in a variety of program areas at the
SVRA, including resource management,
interpretation, maintenance and operations,
and public safety. Through the course of
their internships, each student gains expo-
sure to, and develops an understanding and
working knowledge of, the actual operations
of Hollister Hills SVRA. Additionally, the interns assist with photo archiving of native plants found
in the park, GIS mapping, and developing visitor surveys. Each intern completes a project or
develops a program related to public education and/or natural resources.

This internship program helps increase resource awareness of the dynamic park programs at
Hollister Hills by reaching out beyond the traditional OHV community for ideas, support, and
education. It gives job experience for local students and provides Hollister Hills with high qual-
ity interns who are ready to work at the park, or in other resource management or recreational
settings, full time after they graduate. Hollister Hills SVRA is currently negotiating with California
State University at Monterey Bay (CSUMB) for a five-year MOU incorporating the use of interns
from CSUMB to help monitor and collect water samples for input on watershed management.

Invasive exotic plants are a growing problem for Hollister Hills SVRA, as they are throughout
California. Hollister Hills has had a program to manage invasive plants for many years. Staffing
changes and shortages have occasionally led to periods when park staff were unable to
fully implement program goals. This inconsistent approach has resulted in limited success in
eradicating invasive species. Some prescribed burns, grazing, and biological treatments were
|mplemented but lacked coordinated efforts. However, plans are now in place to modernize the
F % | management program for controlling invasive
species. For example, yellow starthistle is the
greatest threat to the park’s natural resources
and is an increasing problem for the entire state.
Some estimates suggest that over 10 million
acres of California are currently infested by this
exotic, approximately 10% of the total surface
area of the state.® The primary focus of the
park’s current weed management program is
to eradicate this and other exotic species by
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depleting the seed banks and/or the root system of the plants. The program involves mowing and
grazing of infected fields before the plants go to seed. If the program is maintained for several
years, the seed banks are exhausted and the plants will start to die off. The timing of these pro-
grams must be precise and consistent because if they are allowed to go to seed then the whole
program must be reset.

A critical tool for successfully controlling invasive plants is the gathering of accurate and continu-
ous data. Park staff recently purchased GIS/GPS equipment and software and will create a weed
database that will be used to monitor exotic plants within the park. The data will then be used to
determine the best control methods for each population. Mowing, grazing, herbicide application,
and prescribed burns are all methods that park staff will implement to eliminate or control the
spread of exotics within the park.

Hollister Hills SVRA has partnered with the San Benito County Weed Management Area
(SBCWMA) in the eradication of noxious plants. SBCWMA was created as a partnership between
private and public land managers with the intent of stopping the introduction and expansion of
invasive weeds in the County. Invasive plants do not respect property lines or jurisdictions, there-
fore in order to effectively manage these invasive species in the park, staff must work effectively
with neighbors to develop and implement control measures. This partnership allows park staff
to share resources and knowledge with other agencies such as BLM, the County Agriculture
Commissioner, and the National Parks Service. Staff works with SBCWMA to develop outreach
programs, including a brochure given to land managers, cattle ranchers, and farmers throughout
the region, to increase awareness and knowledge of the damaging effects that invasive plants
pose. Staff has partnered with SBCWMA to sponsor and host booths at fairs, symposiums, and
workshops for local land managers. This outreach has been successful in increasing public
understanding regarding the harmful effects of invasive plants.

Feral pigs are another species introduced
to California that have established populations
throughout the state. Pig behavior is extremely
disruptive and damaging to native habitats. Pigs
are large animals that have no sweat glands, so
they cool off by wallowing in mud. They also forage
for food by digging. Both of these activities lead
to behaviors which destroy vegetation and disturb
sensitive wetland and riparian habitat. At Hollister
Hills SVRA, pigs cause the greatest impact and
disturbance to habitat areas which are home to the federally-listed threatened California red-
legged frog and California tiger salamander. To protect the park’s resources, a feral pig reduction
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program has been established, and pigs within the park are trapped and killed in an effort to
reduce their numbers and consequently their impacts.

The park’s proximity to urban areas and its high visibility require the implementation of several
management approaches as part of daily operations. They include non-motorized open space
areas, which have been established both in and around the park, continuous monitoring of dust
and sound levels that originate within the park, and a 15-year grazing program, which primarily
utilizes the buffer areas of the Renz property. Approximately 1,300 acres in the park are grazed.
This multi-use program, which is discussed in greater detail in Report Requirement No. 4, helps
reduce fuel loads and therefore aids in fire prevention and also aids in weed management in
grassland areas.

The program is in compliance with state and federal guidelines that regulate ambient air quality
standards. The real time data collected will be used to actively monitor dust levels within the park.

Hungry Valley SVRA - Natural Resources

Hungry Valley SVRA is located next to Interstate 5 on the Tejon Pass in the intersection of
the Transverse, Tehachapi, and Coastal ranges of Southern California. The park is bordered
on the north by Tejon Ranch, on the west by Los Padres National Forest, on the east by the
Department of Water Resources,
and on the south by the Angeles
National Forest. Hungry Valley
contains four distinct physiographic
units. The first is Hungry Valley
proper, a large valley in the western
portion of the park. The second is
Freeman Canyon, a badland-type
environment (an area characterized
by extensive natural erosion) in the
middle of the unit. The third is the
Gorman Creek drainage along the
north and east sides of the park.
The fourth is Canada de Los Alamos, a large, relatively flat plane in the southern portion of the
park with a deep canyon cutting through the area supporting riparian vegetation.

Vegetation within the park is diverse due to the convergence of several California floristic regions.
Major vegetation communities include chaparral, pinon-juniper woodland, grassland, riparian
woodland, juniper shrubland, oak woodland, and mixed shrubland. The 60-acre Oak Woodland
Natural Preserve in the northwest area of Hungry Valley SVRA protects a natural seep that
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provides water for immense valley oaks with an
understory of native grasses. This is an extremely
rare and unique habitat, and is therefore closed
to motorized recreation.

During the formation of the Hungry Valley SVRA,
ecologists from the California State Parks rec-
ognized a unique six square mile area along the
northern boundary of the park which contained
the native valley grassland plant community. A
management plan,® formulated in 1981, recom-
mended that the entire 4,200 acres be set aside
as the “Hungry Valley Native Grasslands Management Area” (NGMA). Vehicular recreation is still
allowed in this area; however vehicles are required to stay on clearly identified trails established
by park staff to protect this sensitive plant community.

An extensive vegetation and wildlife monitoring program was created for Hungry Valley in 1997.
At that time, a vegetation and wildlife survey was conducted by the Soil Ecology and Restoration
Group from San Diego State University (SDSU).” Specific monitoring protocols were estab-
lished by SDSU in collaboration with the OHMVR Division Habitat Monitoring System (HMS)
team. These protocols were used during this survey to gather data on vegetation and wildlife at
randomly selected monitoring plots throughout the SVRA. OHV plots within each habitat type
were paired with control plots in non-OHV areas. That same year the HMS® was completed by
the OHMVR Division. This document used the SDSU protocols to establish biotic inventory and
monitoring methods and also set up data analysis and interpretation guidelines to determine long
term effects of OHV recreation on the habitats of Hungry Valley as well as the other SVRAs.

During this same period of time, Hungry Valley began building and training its resource protection
staff. Comprised of environmental scientists, vegetation managers, erosion and trail profession-
als, this staff has the responsibility to monitor and assess the habitats and trail conditions of the
entire SVRA. They also aggressively implement protection measures as needed. (See summary
of resource monitoring data compiled and restoration
work completed in Report Requirement No. 4.)

Through 14 years of extensive and consistent habitat,
wildlife, and soil monitoring at Hungry Valley SVRA,
the following conclusions have been drawn by the
District Senior Environmental Scientist. Out of 20,000
total acres, approximately 15,000 acres of Hungry
Valley SVRA are managed as trail areas with a low
density of trails per acre. The analysis of the habitat
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monitoring data shows the diversity, density, and distribution
of species has not significantly changed in these areas. OHV
recreation is not substantially affecting the habitats, soils, or
wildlife in the trail areas. These areas of Hungry Valley SVRA
are in a sustainable equilibrium between the impacts of the
OHV recreation and the protection and restoration efforts of the
management policies.

Approximately 1,000 acres of Hungry Valley SVRA are closed
to OHV recreation and are managed as natural or cultural preserves. These areas are in pristine
natural condition and have little or no recreational impacts.

Approximately 4,000 acres of Hungry Valley SVRA are designated and managed as “Open
Riding”. Within this zone is a 2,000 acre area designated as “Open Camping”. These areas are
more heavily impacted by OHV recreation. In an effort to balance these impacts and make the
recreational use in these areas sustainable, management has taken several actions (see Report
Requirement No. 4). Three major steep slope restoration projects have been completed in these
areas, restoring over 500 acres of native habitat and significantly controlling erosion. Designated
campgrounds have been improved and expanded; also a new group camping area has been
created. These actions will enable management to curtail open camping and reduce the impact
of recreational activities in these areas.

Hungry Valley SVRA accommodates approximately 250,000 recreational visitors each year, yet
recreation management policies including visitor service functions (i.e., law enforcement, inter-
pretation and signage) as well as various resource programs, provide significant protection for
natural and cultural resources. The Hungry Valley SVRA vegetation program not only monitors
and restores vegetation throughout the park, but has an active invasive species control program.
The invasive species are mapped annually to determine the size of the infestations. We are cur-
rently controlling the spread of seven invasive species within a 2,000 acre area.

Hungry Valley SVRA is home to 236 plant species,
113 bird species, 38 mammal species, and 25 herpetile
species. Taking into consideration the overall good
condition of the habitats found in the park and the suite
of species found in these habitats, it is clear that Hungry
Valley SVRA sustains a healthy and diverse species
composition.
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Oceano Dunes SVRA - Natural Resources

Oceano Dunes SVRA lies at the north end of the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes complex, an
approximately 20,000-acre coastal dune and dune scrub ecosystem that stretches for 18 miles
along the central coast. Habitats within the park include coastal foredune, dune scrub, bare sand
sheets, dune slack wetlands, coastal estuary, riparian, and freshwater lakes. The SVRA provides
habitat for numerous special-status plant and animal species, including valuable nesting habitat
for state- and federally-listed endangered California least terns and federally-listed threatened
western snowy plover.

Of the 3,600 acres within the SVRA, approximately 2,100 acres are F
managed as native habitat, some of which is open to non-motorized ' '&'ﬂ
recreation (hiking, nature viewing, beach activities, and similar non- :
motorized activities). Oso Flaco Lake and the associated habitats o
are among the park’s most important biological features. The lake is ;, W % ‘3
one of the few remaining freshwater dune lakes in central and south-
ern California, providing important waterfowl habitat and supporting
a thriving avian community. The lake is also home to the Gambell’s
watercress and the marsh sandwort, two endangered plant species
that are so restricted they occur naturally in just two locations in
the world. Numerous other areas discussed below provide region-
ally important habitat, including the dune system south of Oso
Flaco Lake and the vegetated islands located within the motorized
recreation and camping area. Approximately 1,500 acres of the SVRA are open to vehicles and
camping. There are no trails within the riding and camping area. During the western snowy plover
nesting season, March 1 - October 1, approximately 50 acres of non-motorized recreation area
north of Oso Flaco Creek and approximately 250 acres of motorized recreation area north of the
creek are closed to all public access (see discussion below).

Oceano Dunes SVRA has been working on a Multi Species Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)
to cover all park operations under the State and Federal Endangered Species Acts. This HCP
will outline specific management and monitoring activities to address covered species, includ-
ing western snowy plover, California least tern, California red-legged frog, tidewater goby, and
numerous listed plant species. The draft the HCP is expected to be available for public review in
2011.

Staff undertakes substantial monitoring activities throughout Oceano Dunes SVRA to track the
health of habitats and wildlife. Particular effort is placed on understanding the status and trends
of key state- and federally-listed species like the western snowy plover and California least tern.
Staff also conducts surveys for listed plant species, tidewater goby, and steelhead trout. Staff
conducts routine HMS surveys that focus on vegetation, shore birds, terrestrial birds, water birds,
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small mammals, large mammals, and herpetological resources.
(See summary of resource monitoring data compiled and restora-
tion work completed in Report Requirement No. 4.)

Based upon the past five years of managing Oceano Dune’s natural
resources, observing conditions on the ground, reviewing data, and
consulting with other land managers and resource experts, environ-
mental scientists identified two significant issues that threaten the
health and viability of habitats and wildlife populations in Oceano
Dunes SVRA: invasive exotic vegetation and water quality.

Invasive Exotic Vegetation

The single greatest threat to habitat viability is the spread of inva-

sive exotic vegetation throughout the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex. Two invasive exotic
grasses (veldt grass and European beachgrass) are widespread and impact habitats throughout
the SVRA. Both species were deliberately introduced into the dunes complex. European beach-
grass, for example, has been documented on Oceano Dunes from over a century ago. These two

weeds aggressively displace native plant species in foredune, dune
scrub, and dune swale habitats. These invasive grasses are wide-
spread throughout the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex. On
some adjacent properties, they have completely displaced native
dune scrub. Park staff has been working with partner agencies and
adjacent public landowners, including the Land Conservancy of
San Luis Obispo County, the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes National
Wildlife Refuge, Santa Barbara County, and private landowners,
to control large infestations of invasive exotic species throughout
the dune complex. The most significant effort to control invasive
exotic species is approximately 160 acres in the south Oso Flaco
dunes. This large area has been treated annually for two years
to control the spread of
European beachgrass.

Weed control activities include herbicide application,
hand removal of target weeds, and prescribed fire.
Long-term results of this effort are not yet available.

Water Quality and Quantity

The second greatest threat to habitats and species
in the SVRA is a combination of water quality and
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quantity issues resulting from actions that occur outside the park. Oceano Dunes SVRA includes
Oso Flaco Lake and Arroyo Grande Creek, two significant water bodies associated with the
Guadalupe Nipomo Dune Complex. Water quality has been identified as a significant issue in
Oso Flaco Lake. The lake drains a small watershed that is dominated by irrigated agriculture.
Monitoring by the Central Coast RWQCB had
demonstrated significant issues with bacteria
levels, nutrient levels, and pesticides. In 2010,
park management posted an advisory at Oso
Flaco Lake warning people to not consume fish
from the lake due to pesticides found in fish tis-
sue. The lake is listed as an impaired water body
by the Central Coast RWQCB and is subject to
a TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) regulation
o S dealing with a host of water quality impairments.

The park contracted with the Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District to monitor water
quality in the lake paying particular emphasis on turbidity, sediment loading, and nutrient loading.
The multi-year effort complements the water quality monitoring being conducted by the Central
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board and local agricultural interests in the Oso Flaco
watershed. Additionally, Oceano Dunes staff is involved in reviewing and commenting on pending
regulations that can help improve water quality.

In Arroyo Grande Creek, water quantity issues have become important. The Department man-
ages a small section of Arroyo Grande Creek, including the estuary, and is becoming more
involved in watershed management issues in Arroyo Grande
Creek to help bring focus to water supply issues in downstream
sections of the creek. There were two instances in 2008 and
2009 when the estuary completely dried up resulting in fish
kills, including documented loss of steelhead trout and sus-
pected loss of tidewater goby, two federally-listed species. The
Department has been conducting quarterly fisheries surveys of
Arroyo Grande Creek and was able to document these fish Kills
and the population responses of native fish species. Upstream
water use and groundwater extraction likely plays a major role
in causing the low water conditions in the creek, but formal data
on the causes are not available at this time.

While the habitats and wildlife populations face challenges,
as discussed above, the overall condition of natural resources
remains in a stable state, thanks in part to ongoing management
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activities. Two such areas highlight the contribution of the park’s management on species and
habitats.

Vegetated Islands

Vegetated islands, which are fenced off areas of vegetation, are protected throughout the 1,500
acres open to riding and camping. These vegetated islands require maintenance to maintain the
habitat in the face of shifting sand. The effort involves both maintaining the fencing itself, ensur-
ing it has not been undermined or overtopped by shifting sands, and periodically moving the
fences to ensure adequate protection of expanding vegetation. Additionally, each year Oceano
Dunes SVRA environmental scientists implement a large restoration project designed to stabilize
the vegetated islands that could otherwise be overwhelmed by the migration of the active sand
dunes. Since 2004, Oceano Dunes SVRA has restored approximately 140 acres of actively shift-
ing sand dune (see discussion in Report Requirement No. 4).

In 2007 and 2008, the California Geological Survey (CGS) prepared a study on options to per-
petuate the habitat values (e.g., special-status species habitat, native dune scrub vegetation) of
the vegetated islands within Oceano Dunes SVRA. These recommendations will eventually be
incorporated into a long-term vegetated islands management plan. Data reported in the CGS
study found that between 1985 and 2003, the total acreage of vegetation increased from 142.4
acres to 222.9 acres.

Western Snowy Plover and Least Tern Nesting Program

Each year, from March 1 through September 30, the Department closes off approximately 300
acres of Oceano Dunes SVRA to provide for nesting habitat for western snowy plovers and
California least terns. These species nest on open sand
habitats and have experienced threats from, among other
things, recreational activities and predators. A large com-
plement of environmental scientists and seasonal staff
(15 permanent and seasonal staff members) monitors
this nesting area on a daily basis to track nesting activity,
predator activity, nest success, and chick survival. Chicks
are banded to allow tracking of individual birds or broods
through to fledge age and beyond. This banding program
allows park managers to gain important information breeding populations of plovers and terns
that rival other breeding sites on the west coast. This program has gathered important information
on breeding activity, factors influencing breeding success, factors influencing chick survival, and
changes in adult breeding populations. Thanks to these monitoring and management activities,
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staff have been able to document stable and growing trends in breeding bird populations and
chick survival.

Oceano Dunes SVRA environmental scientists take an adaptive management approach to the
task of managing habitats and species in the park. Management activities are adjusted as new
information becomes available. For example, approximately 250 acres of riding and camping area
that are closed during the breeding season for plover and tern nesting and chick rearing become
degraded as vegetation, topography, and other natural dune features such as beach wrack are
disturbed due to OHYV recreation during the winter months (October - February). To mitigate the
impacts to breeding habitat, park staff implements a number of habitat enhancement activities
designed to improve breeding and chick rearing conditions for these species. Activities include
the addition of large woody debris to provide for topography and wind protection and spreading
wood chips to provide debris patches where the birds can successfully nest. This enhancement
program is reviewed and adjusted annually. As a result of this adaptive management approach,
park staff have been successful in maintaining a strong breeding population of western snowy
plovers and California least terns at Oceano Dunes SVRA (see Report Requirement No. 4).

Ocotillo Wells SVRA and Heber Dunes SVRA - Natural Resources

Ocaotillo Wells SVRA is located in the Colorado Desert approximately 90 miles northeast of San
Diego in both Imperial and San Diego Counties. The original acquisition of 14,590 acres was
purchased in 1975 and 1976, and classified as an SVRA in April 1976. The east acquisition of
28,300 acres was purchased in 1986. Subsequent acquisitions include an additional 10,000
acres to the north and, eventually, 30,000 acres to the east. Currently the District consists of
approximately 100,000 acres, including property managed under an MOU with the Bureau of
Land Management.

A General Plan/EIR process has recently been initiated that will analyze and address the manage-
ment setting, since Ocotillo Wells SVRA has grown almost six-fold in size since it was originally
established over thirty years ago. The new
plan will re-examine existing management
protocols for adequacy and appropriateness
given the expanded size, as well as current
conditions and usage patterns in the park. A
new General Plan/EIR is also underway for
Heber Dunes SVRA, previously owned by the
County until 2007.

Ocotillo Wells SVRA receives over one mil-
lion visitors a year. There is no controlled
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access entrance to the park. Both Ocotillo Wells and Heber Dunes are managed primarily as
open riding areas although some areas in Ocotillo Wells are managed as trail areas. Areas of
significant environmental or cultural value are closed to all vehicular use. As is common in desert
land management areas, camping is allowed on an open basis in Ocotillo Wells SVRA. Heber
Dunes is available for day use only, and overnight camping is not permitted. There are five main
“developed” camping areas in Ocotillo Wells
with shade ramadas, picnic tables, trash bins,
and restroom facilities. Water is not available at
any of these sites.

Habitats in Ocotillo Wells include mesquite,
ironwood, desert willow, smoketree, and Palo
Verde woodlands, four-winged saltbush scrub,
Creosote-burro-bush scrub, desert buckwheat,
Ocaotillo, brittle-bush scrub, Galleta grass-indigo
scrub, goldenbush, sunflower barrens, and
woody aster badland wash benches.

In 2009, Ocotillo Wells began developing a dedicated trail team which has begun inventorying
and collecting data on the existing trails throughout Ocotillo Wells and Heber Dunes. In addition,
the team recently has completed the inventory and signage of all the official trails on the Ocotillo
Wells map. The trail team completed a soil conservation plan in 2010 and will be monitoring and
maintaining these trails.

A particularly challenging area of the park is the eastern section. This area is owned by BLM
and State Parks and is managed by Ocotillo Wells SVRA. Evidence of volunteer trail creation in
this area has increased and in some cases is extensive. In this area the trail team is focusing
on completion of trail assessments, installation of trail signage, and performance of trail mainte-
nance and repair.

A complement to the trail team, and a great benefit for the natural and cultural resources pro-
grams, has been the development of the GIS group. GIS data layers have been compiled for
each resource survey, trail team, maintenance project, interpretive panel and programs, and
special event routes. Every sign in the park is contained in the inventory. The system has lidar
and imagery to 6" resolution for the entire District.

An added benefit to the GIS technology is in the processing of special event applications. Data
provided by the resources team and captured in GIS layers improves the efficiency of special
event permitting process. Data captured in the system will help park staff determine if proposed
activities and routes of travel avoid sensitive areas, and what restrictions may be necessary
to ensure the activity complies with park management guidelines pertaining to sustainable

Program Report—- DRAFT 2 55



recreation. Currently the park has five preap-
proved routes that have been evaluated in the GIS
system and reviewed with specialists for feasibility.

Based on habitat monitoring and assessment, in
general, natural resources appear to be degrad-
ing at both units. The general plan will evaluate
this issue and recommend appropriate corrective
management strategies. Monitoring of vertebrate
elements of both parks has yet to produce analyz-
able results. The reptile survey has been revised
to produce more meaningful data, but the bird and mammal data will require many more years to
reach a statistically analyzable value.

The flat-tailed horned lizard, which is a CDFG species of special concern, and is proposed for
listing under the federal Endangered Species Act, occurs in various habitats throughout the
SVRA. The Ocaotillo Wells District has been funding studies since 1991 to determine the spe-
cies’ population, density, hibernation factors, and life history. Much new information has come
from these annual studies. In the last three seasons a valuable and useful protocol for flat-tailed
horned lizard monitoring has been implemented. While a useful statistical analysis is still sev-
eral years away, staff environmental
scientists are confident this system
will provide meaningful data on the
relative condition of the population
of this species. Development of pro-
tocols for the Colorado fringe-toed
lizard is pending. The condition of
other special-status animal species
is largely unknown at this time and
will require further investigations.

In June 1997 California State Parks
signed a Flat-tailed Horned Lizard
Management Strategy Plan that established Ocotillo Wells SVRA as a Research Area for this
species. This Strategy Plan is an Arizona — California Conservation Agreement. As signatories of
this plan, Ocotillo Wells District funds annual studies to monitor and gain more information about
the species.

Tamarisk plants (Tamarix ramosissima and T. aphylla) are located in many of the washes
throughout both Ocotillo Wells SVRA and Heber Dunes SVRA. Tamarix ramosissima (saltcedar)
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is a frequent and invasive large shrub to small tree in major washes and numerous tributaries in
Ocotillo Wells SVRA and along the boundaries of Heber Dunes SVRA.

Since 1988 the Ocotillo Wells District has been reducing the tamarisk population at Ocotillo Wells
SVRA through cutting, spraying, and removal. Tamarisk trees have been removed from Tule,
Bank, San Felipe, Tarantula, and Alluvial washes. Arroyo Salado has a large tamarisk community.
Future plans are to continue with the removal of tamarisk throughout the park. Yearly inspections
for re-sprouts are done at past removal locations. At Heber Dunes SVRA, presence of tamarisk
species has been recognized as valuable for shade, wind, and dust control reasons; associated
management questions are being considered in the Heber Dunes SVRA General Plan/EIR.

Russian thistle (tumbleweed) is found mainly in sandy depressions in the mudhills habitat
throughout Ocotillo Wells SVRA and is likely fully naturalized at this point. It does not normally
reach the growth stage required for “tumbling” but does spread by seed.

Mustard is found throughout Ocotillo Wells SVRA especially in disturbed areas and appears to
spread along vehicle courses, especially from the two major highways but in the interior as well.
The Sahara mustard species has accelerated and spread dramatically the last two rainy seasons.
The only safe and effective strategy for removal is mechanical using hand tools.

Prairie City SVRA - Natural Resources

Located at the foot of the Sierra Nevada foothills, Prairie City SVRA provides undulating terrain
with elevations ranging from 240 - 350 feet. The lands within the SVRA were previously used for
a variety of activities such as grazing, gold dredge mining, and aerospace and industrial test sites.
Similar activities (aerospace and industrial testing) continue today on adjacent lands. Topography
on the property ranges from nearly level in the western sections of the property that are generally
characterized by old dredge tailings, to gently sloping and steep hills with scattered remnants of
blue oak woodlands in the east. Within the eastern portion of the property, a number of branches
of, or tributaries to, Coyote Creek are found. The most common wildlife in the park include black-
tailed deer, coyotes, bobcats, striped skunks,
California ground squirrels, black-tailed jackrab-
bits, wild turkeys, and red-tailed hawks. The park
is also home to approximately 180 acres of vernal
pools and wetlands.

Vegetative communities consist of annual grass-
land, blue oak woodland, chaparral, and Fremont
cottonwood riparian areas, although approxi-
mately 60% of the site comprises exposed soll
absent vegetation. These barren areas are mostly
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due to extensive vehicular use. Certain areas are protected from such high OHV use, such as the
stand of blue oaks located in the southeastern portion of the park and the vernal pools located
to the north. The oaks are protected from OHV activity by fencing that surrounds large stands of
trees, while still allowing a network of trails.

Prairie City SVRA is balancing protection of mature native oaks, permanent water sources, and
erodible soils with the maintenance of acreage available for OHV use. The park provides open
riding opportunities, trails, tracks, other designated facilities, and special events, all within a
limited amount of acreage in which to recreate. This park is one of the smaller SVRAs, and the
condensed use presents a challenge to simultaneously improve conditions for both resources
and OHV recreation. The protection tools that work the best are often those that incorporate a
“recreation” component by combining recreational opportunity with resource protection, such
as the hardened crossing described below. Recreation components also include use of natural
obstacles and barriers (tree trunks, rocks, and topography), which provide protection of water-
ways and vegetation by blocking unwanted OHV access in certain areas while also providing
clearly delineated obstacles and riding opportunities that take the rider through the sensitive area
with little to no impact on resources.

Sediment basins are cleaned out annually or as needed. The park completed a major redesign
of the existing sediment basin system in 2009. The basins were redesigned to be shallower and
include baffling to slow the water, which allows
the suspended sediment particles to drop out
of suspension. Each sediment basin has been
outfitted with a gravity feed skimmer that drains
the top few inches of water, containing the least
amount of sediment, and pipes it to the next
sediment pond, where the cycle repeats. At the
end of the process, the goal is to have improved
the sediment retention time and have clean
water leaving the property, which will now be
monitored annually using a recently acquired
turbidity meter. To minimize sources of sediment, several hardened crossings made of large rocks
were also installed. These designated crossings allow riding in a perpendicular direction across
the creek, but not within the creek bottom.

Rotational hill climbs were started in 2005 and are re-worked and rotated every one to two years.
The designated hill climb area is approximately 2.5 acres. A rotational hill climb is intended to pro-
vide a fun recreational area without generating excess sediment. When one side of the hill needs
to be re-worked, the other side is opened to riders, thus ensuring they always have an area that
will challenge them while reducing the amount of soil loss. The area is re-worked with the soils
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from the sediment basins, which ensures the park continues to
use native soils.

The park supports and sustains two habitats designated as criti-
cal by the USFWS: elderberry trees and vernal pools. Annual
species surveys have revealed and confirmed the presence
of several special-status species, including the federally-listed
threatened valley elderberry longhorn beetle and vernal pool
fairy shrimp, the state-listed threatened Swainson’s hawk, and
two California species of special concern, the western spade-
foot toad and the western pond turtle. Past wildlife surveys have
helped establish the locations of these special-status species
and their habitats leading to implementation of protection mea-
sures, such as fencing, trail re-routes, and seasonal closures.

For example, vernal pool protective measures were completed

in 1999, including enclosure fencing and an interpretive panel providing visitors with information

on the ecological importance and sensitivity of vernal
pools. Additional information is provided in the Report
Requirement No. 4.

Elderberry shrubs are found mostly along the main
park road and have grown to such great size that
they present a serious safety concern in restricting
motorists’ vision and causing traffic to swerve into
the on-coming lane to avoid hitting the low hanging
branches, seasonally laden with berries. Park staff are
working with USFWS to determine how best to maintain
the health of the shrubs while ensuring safe passage
along the roadway. In addition, park projects, such as
the recent construction of the Environmental Training
Center (ETC), incorporated the elderberry shrubs within
the design of the trail system and completely avoided
removal of any plants.

Future resource protection projects will likely include
reducing erosion by continued rotation of hill climbs

and use areas, further improving sediment retention systems, opening the newly acquired Yost
property to sustainable use, enhancing the grassland habitat, improving control of exotic species,
and possibly establishing a visitor carrying capacity.
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Federal Natural Resource Management

Changes to OHMVR Program Benefiting Natural and Cultural Resource
Management

As California’s population continues to grow, and the number of people choosing to recre-
ate on OHVs increases accordingly, recent changes to the OHMVR Program have increased
the Program’s effectiveness in meeting this demand and the legislative mandate for resource
protection.

For example, additional funding was made available by the enactment of SB 742 which among
many other changes, increased OHYV registration fees from $25 to $52 for a two-year registration
period which provides a greater level of program support. Since 2004, funding available for the
Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program has increased from $17 million to $27.1 million.
This increase in funds allows for a far greater level of resource protection by allocating a larger
portion of the grant funds specifically for “on-the-ground” work activities such as trail conserva-
tion, soil erosion, and habitat monitoring. Additionally, the increase in funds allows for continuous
allocation for enforcement to prevent trespass and operation of OHVs in closed areas, and
provides for increased restoration efforts on lands damaged by OHV recreation activities.

Changes to Grant Regulations

Over the past four years, numerous changes have been made to the regulations which govern the
Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program to promote and encourage agencies that manage
lands and provide opportunities for OHV recreation to adopt a holistic approach to land manage-
ment practices and maintain the natural resources in good condition. Specifically, the evaluation
criteria (the scoring mechanism within the application process) was developed to provide existing
OHV recreational programs that offer a diverse and complete program an opportunity to receive
a greater point total. As an example, questions asked within the general criteria speak to the qual-
ity of the land manager’s OHV program. The questions allow the applicant to receive maximum
points if their program is broad and diverse.

The grant application and scoring process now looks at both project specific information and
general information about the applicant’s overall OHV recreation program. Applicants with fully
developed OHYV recreation programs that include education on responsible OHV recreation, sus-
tainable land management practices, and enforcement efforts are given additional consideration
and are more likely to be awarded funding. Additionally, applicants are given additional consid-
eration if their programs follow sustainable land management practices. Examples of questions
that directly speak to the applicants sustainable land management practices include how a land
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2000-2009 Grants Funding by Fiscal Year
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BOR $354 | $396| S300| $240 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Local $2,352 | $3,156| $2.720| $2,629 | $2.664| $1.604| $2.663 | $3462| $4512
USFS $6,669 | $7.118 | $7818| $6,755 | $7908 | $8,199 | $6477 | $7322| $8,682
BLM $4046 | $4.793 | $5396 | $7376 | $6428 | $7.243 | $6,220 | $7.216 | $10,052

NPS N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NIA N/A N/A $271
Nonpro. NIA N/A N/A NIA N/A N/A NIA N/A | $2,662
Unal. 378 536 $165 50 $0 $951 | $2.638 $0 $921

Budg. | $13,500 | $15,500 | $16,400 | $17,000 | $17.000 | S18,000 | $18,000 | $18.000 | $27,100
Dollar amounts are all represented in thousands.

manager incorporates recycled materials in their project, makes substantial use of sustainable
technologies in their project, and how a land manager will avoid and/or minimize impact to natural
and cultural resources. The more the land manager provides, the higher their score total.

This approach encourages program managers to address all aspects of managing OHV recre-
ation. Funding specific projects has a direct impact on the lands or activities which are funded.
Rewarding applicants for applying a holistic approach to their OHV recreation program provides
positive indirect impacts to areas and activities not directly funded by the OHV program.
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Soil Conservation Standard

In order to provide for and ensure that soil conservation activities are being performed effectively
in areas affected by OHV activities, the 1991 Soil Conservation Guidelines and Standards required
updating (PRC Section 5090.35 (b)(1)). The OHMVR Division brought together a number of other
agencies and specialists to assist in developing a new soil standard, including: The California
Department of Conservation, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), the U.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and the U.S. Geological Survey. Through public workshops, input was
obtained from representatives of other governmental organizations, OHV recreation groups, OHV
industry consultants, and environmental communities.

These efforts produced the “2008 Soil Conservation Standard” (Soil Conservation Standard).
The Soil Conservation Standard was incorporated into the 2008 Grants Program regulations.
Under the OHV Grants and Cooperative Agreements Regulations, grantees with projects involv-
ing ground disturbing activities must develop a Soil Conservation Plan, which details soil monitor-
ing and conservation practices for those projects.

The new Soil Conservation Standard is being implemented in the SVRAs. The OHMVR Division
trains its trail crews to meet the requirements of the Soil Conservation Standard. Trail crews are
trained to monitor and assess trail conditions using the most up-to-date technology including
Geographical Information System (GIS) data bases and Geographical Positioning System (GPS)
units. The data staff collects is used to track trends in; use of trails, condition of trails during dif-
ferent times of the year and weather patterns, and anticipate problems before they cause exces-
sive resource damage. The data collected allows trail coordinators to prepare trail maintenance
plans to maintain trails that meet the Soil Conservation Standard. Any trail segment that is likely
to exceed restorability or is adversely affecting resources is repaired immediately. This proactive
approach reduces long-term maintenance costs, and reduces environmental impact, thus helping
to achieve the requirement of sustainable OHV recreation.

Addition of Grant and Audit Staff

The increase in grant funding, from $17 million in 2004 to $27.1 million in 2008, has resulted in
a greater number of funded projects. Additional grant administrators and auditors were recruited
and hired to cover the increased workload associated with this increased funding.

Grant administrators review project proposals and score applications. During this review,
environmental staff assists the grant administrators to ensure that Wildlife Habitat Protection
Plans, compliance with the Soil Standard and Guidelines, and CEQA are included in projects as
required by statute.

62 California State Parks, Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Commission



Additionally grant administrators conduct performance audits. Performance audits may include,
but are not limited to, review of a project to determine progress toward its completion, review of
the implementation of HMP and Soil Conservation Plan, or other requirements contained in the
project agreement. Performance audits may be accomplished by, but are not limited to, desk
reviews, questionnaires and other standards of inquiry, site visits, and other means consistent
with OHV Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program Regulations.

Statute requires a minimum of 20% of completed projects be selected for additional review and
auditing. Audits consist of both financial reviews to ensure funds were spent and accounted for
appropriately, and a performance review to verify all project goals were achieved. If irregularities
are discovered, grantees are required to correct any deficiencies or, as a last resort, to refund the
OHV Trust Fund. Grantees in subsequent grant cycles receive additional points if 100% of their
deliverables in previous grant projects were completed.

Condition of Resources USFS and BLM

USFS Natural Resource Conditions

Introduction

The USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest
Region (California) serves an increasingly
urban, ethnically diverse, population. The
mission of the Forest Service is to sustain
the health, diversity, and productivity of the
Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.
The mission of the Pacific Southwest Region
Recreation Program is to sustain ecosystems
and serve people through innovative recre-
ation leadership and partnerships for facilities,
services, and programs.

The 18 National Forests managed in California,
covering over 20 million acres, are located in
the North Coast, Cascade, and Sierra Nevada
ranges, and from Big Sur to the Mexican border in the south Coast range. They are home to
such unique scenic areas as Mt. Shasta, Lake Tahoe, Mt. Whitney, and the Big Sur coast as well
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as important ecological and prehistoric sites. They provide places for high-quality recreation
experiences, adventure, learning, challenge, and quiet contemplation and help generate both a
vision and a land ethic that sustain the environment and the people in it. These National Forests
account for 25% of National Forest recreation nationwide and about half of the public wildland
recreation in the state. National Parks and other federal, state, county and private lands provide
the remainder.

Fish, Wildlife and Plants

More than 600 of the 800 species of fish and wildlife in California
inhabit the national forests, making the Forest Service the single
largest habitat manager in the state. National forests are also
home to nearly 4,000 of the 6,500 native plants in California.
Recovery programs include protection of critical habitat for
Threatened and Endangered Species such as the California
condor, California bighorn sheep, and the northern spotted owl.

Water

Almost two-thirds of the freshwater resources in the United States
originate from National Forest Lands (Stein 2005). The esti-
mated value of water flowing from National Forest Lands is
$7.2 billion per year from both instream and offstream uses
(Brown 2004). Surface water run-off in California averages
71 million acre-feet per year. Annual water use is about 37
million acre-feet, of which 80% provides irrigation to crops
throughout the state. National forests supply 50% of the
water in California and form the watershed of most major
aqueducts and more than 2,400 reservoirs throughout the
state. Major U.S. cities, like Los Angeles, may seem distant
from forests actually rely on water from National Forest
Lands.

OHV and OSV Recreation

There are approximately 45,000 miles of roads, 5,500
miles of motorized trails, and 1,500 miles of groomed
snowmobile trails on National Forest System Lands within the State available for OHV and over-
snow vehicle (OSV) recreation opportunity. There is approximately 5,000,000 acres of National
Forest congressionally designated as Wilderness Areas closed to OHV use. In addition, there
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are administratively closed areas that prohibit OHV use for the protection of wildlife, soils, water
quality, archaeology, rare plants and other resources.

Cooperative Agreements

Dating back to the 1980’s, the Pacific Southwest Region,
California State Parks OHMVR Division and California State
Parks OHMVR Commission have maintained a long-standing
relationship through the Grants and Cooperative Agreements
Program.

Between 2004 and 2009 the Forest Service received $38.4
million from the OHV Trust for Trail and Facility Maintenance,
Conservation, Law Enforcement, Restoration, Planning and
Route Inventory and Designation activities. Through partici-
pation in this program, the Forest Service has had the ability
to provide motor vehicle recreation to millions of Californians
and improve the health and diversity of ecosystems.

Northern/Klamath Province: Habitats on the four Northern/Klamath Province forests (Six
Rivers, Klamath, Shasta-Trinity, and Mendocino National Forests) are broadly represented by the
following tree types: ponderosa pine, eastside mixed conifer, westside mixed conifer, Douglas fir,
lodgepole pine, eastside true fir, westside true fir, and hardwoods. In addition, the non-forested
areas share the following vegetation and habitat characteristics: western juniper/big sagebrush/
bluebunch wheatgrass, riparian woodlands, oak woodlands and savannah, scrub oak mixed
chaparral, ceanothus mixed chaparral, montane shrubland, bitterbrush, montane meadows,
alpine grassland, perennial grass glades, wet meadows, wetlands, and aquatic systems (lakes,
streams, ponds, and springs). Riparian communities occur around streams, lakes, ponds, wet
meadows, springs, and wetlands throughout the area. Terrestrial habitats tend to be the driest in
the southern and eastern portions of this area.

Sierra Nevada: Habitats on the eleven Sierra Nevada Forests (Modoc, Lassen, Plumas,
Tahoe, Humboldt-Toiyabe, El Dorado, Stanislaus, Sierra, Inyo, and Sequoia National Forests
and the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit) vary greatly across the range. Ecosystems pres-
ent themselves in the landscape as a patchwork of forests, shrublands, rock outcrops, aquatic
features (lakes, rivers, and reservoirs), wet and dry meadows, and other vegetation types that
form complex mosaics. In the broadest context, vegetation alliances in the Sierra Nevada are
both elevation and latitude sensitive and are distinctly different at the lower elevations between
the east and west sides of the Sierra Nevada crest. Yellow pine (ponderosa and Jeffery pines),
lodgepole-red fir, and subalpine forests are represented on both sides of the divide, and on most
national forests south of the Modoc, although the yellow pine belts on the east and west slope

Program Report—- DRAFT 2 65



are distinctly different. Alpine vegetation alliances are found where elevations exceed 11,000 to
12,000 feet. On the west side, the lower elevation alliances include chaparral and foothill wood-
lands (including mixed evergreen forests) mixed with valley grasslands at the lowest points. On
the east side, the lowest elevation is occupied by sagebrush scrub with pinyon-juniper woodlands
found between the sagebrush and yellow pines. There are virtually no oak woodlands on the east
side. Streams and associated riparian vegetation occur throughout the area, and wet meadows
occur primarily on the eastern slope.

Southern California: The complex interaction of climate, geology, and topography has created
an unusually rich array of vegetation types on the four Southern California national forests (Los
Padres, Angeles, San Bernardino, and Cleveland National Forests) that range from dry desert
scrub to humid coastal redwood forests. Specific habitats of importance include alpine/subalpine,
chaparral, coastal sage scrub, desert mountain, desert scrub, Gabbro outcrops, lakes and res-
ervoirs, limestone/carbonate outcrops, lower montane forest, montane conifer forest, montane
meadows, Monterey coastal, oak woodland/savanna/grassland, pebble plain, riparian, serpentine
outcrops, and vernal pools.

BLM Natural Resource Conditions

To ensure natural resources are maintained in good condition, the BLM is actively managing
OHYV recreation. Of particular concern is maintaining and protecting populations of sensitive
desert reptiles. The Division has awarded the BLM a grant to study the effectiveness of current
management practices allowing OHV activities in some of the desert washes within the Desert
Wildlife Management Area of Critical Environmental Concerns (ACEC) in Riverside and San
Bernardino Counties.

The BLM is also ensuring natural resources are maintained in good condition by controlling
invasive exotic plants. The BLM Barstow and Hollister Field Offices have been especially active in
removing noxious invasive weeds. In Afton Canyon ACEC, a popular recreation destination east
of Barstow, BLM staff has been vigilant in its efforts to control the spread of tamarisk to allow and
promote the growth of native willows and mesquite in the canyon riparian woodland. In southern
San Benito County, the BLM has been undertaking prescribed burns to promote growth of rare
native plants and halt the spread of yellow starthistle into OHV recreation areas.

Keeping trails repaired and in good condition by reducing soil erosion, and developing staff
expertise for rapid response to erosion problems caused in connection with OHV trails, is a
major goal for BLM OHV recreation programs. The BLM is partnering with the Division and the
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service to train BLM staff in new improved methods in
erosion control for OHV and in monitoring and diagnosing potential erosion problems in advance,
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allowing staff to act early to avoid erosion. Implementation and training in the Soil Conservation
Standard is one example of how this partnering is being accomplished.

Habitat Management Program

USFS and BLM grantees with projects involving ground disturbing activities must implement
a Wildlife Habitat Protection Program (WHPP), known as a Habitat Management Plan (HMP)
under the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program. The HMP requires grantees to identify
special-status plant and animal species that could be at risk from OHV recreation and monitor for
potential impacts to those species. As an adaptive management plan, the HMP includes manage-
ment objectives and actions to address the risk, success criteria to gauge the effectiveness of
each management action, and “triggers” for management change. Each grant application cycle,
grantees report on the results of the previous year’s HMP, including any management actions
taken based on monitoring results. The Division developed the WHPP/HMP over several years of
working with BLM and USFS environmental staff. The forms, which were largely finalized in 2005,
are incorporated into the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program Regulations.

Summary of USFS and BLM HMP monitoring, 2004-2009

Monitoring Plan Results
ooy | Spoces | o | onjetves | Carciue At
BLM
2004-2005 192 122 All but 1 1
2005-2006 219 74 All but 2 1
% 2006-2007 197 87 All but 5 5
§. 2007-2008 254 82 All but 3 3
€ Yes, all objectives
g 2008-2009 206 77 met Not needed
USFS
2004-2005 955 365 All but 14 15
2005-2006 1147 528 All but 8 8
2006-2007 1148 511 All but 10 12
2007-2008 1135 530 All but 22 22
2008-2009 888 424 All but 10 10
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In addition projects with ground disturbing activities must implement activities outlined in the
2008 Soil Conservation Standard in projects supported by grant funding. The Soil Conservation
Standard was incorporated into the regulations governing the 2008-2009 grant cycle.

Cultural Resources

SVRA Cultural Resource Management Overview

The lands owned and managed by the Division contain valuable cultural resources that provide
insight into California’s prehistory and history. A wide range of state laws and regulations govern
cultural resource protection and preservation of resources within the SVRAs (including archeo-
logical and historical) for current and future generations.

Status, Conditions, Monitoring, and Resolution of Conflicts

As a state agency, the OHMVR Division complies with both state and federal laws'™ and
regulations concerning the treatment of cultural resources significant in American architecture,
engineering, sciences, economics, agriculture, education, society, politics, military, and culture.
“Cultural resources” is the common term used to describe and encompass a variety of land-
scapes, artifacts, features, buildings, structures, and sites among a multitude of other resources
connected to California’s prehistoric and/or historic past.

Since 2000 the OHMVR Division has made a commitment to the development, enhancement,
and awareness of its Cultural Resources Program. The Division hired its first State Archaeologist
in 2000, and then augmented its Program with the hiring of additional archaeologists between
2007-2010 at the OHMVR Division and Ocotillo Wells SVRA. The Division’s archaeologists have
been very successful in developing cultural resources plans and strategies that include proactive
measures to ensure the SVRA’s cultural resources are inventoried, evaluated, monitored, and
protected. To enhance their efforts, Division archaeologists actively participate in Department-
wide cultural training, working in compliance with state mandates, developing an efficient Cultural
Resource Program that effectively manages, protects, and preserves cultural resources for many
generations to come.

Cultural Resource Inventories and Reports

Conducting a cultural resource inventory of its SVRAs is the only way to determine the resources
managed by the OHMVR Division. Additionally, PRC Section 5024.1(g) states that any inventory
over five years of age should be re-surveyed. An inventory should also take place when new land
is acquired.
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Table 1. Previous Available Cultural Resource Inventories

(includes before 2004)
SVRA Previou§ly Current Authors
Inventoried Date
. Kelly, McAleer, and Hines(1980);
Carnegie SVRA 1980 2010 ASC: Newland et al.
Clay Pit SVRA 2009 Perez and Long
Heber Dunes SVRA Acquired in 2007 2009 EDAW AECOM: Jordan and
Bowden-Renna
. . Hines and Porter(1979);
Hollister Hills SVRA 1979 2010 Long (2010)
. Kelly, Hines and Luberski (1980);
Hungry Valley SVRA 1980 2012 Perez and Long (2012")
Hines and Gruver (2005);
Oceano Dunes SVRA 2005 2010 Perez (2010)
. N Hines et. al (2002);
Ocotillo Wells SVRA 2002 2012 Perez and Long (2012%)
. Derr (1989);
Prairie City SVRA 1989 2010 Perez and Long (2010)

* Anticipated completion date

Maintaining current and accurate Cultural Resource Inventory Reports for each SVRA is essential
to properly manage and protect park resources. Having an up-to-date cultural resource inventory
of each SVRA allows for the archaeologist to determine which areas of the park contain, or may
contain resources. This information is the foundation for decision making related to: the level of
protection or mitigation requirements when considering a Division project; opportunities for the
interpretation of cultural resources; and, which resources require annual monitoring for adequate
preservation and management.

Maintaining current Cultural Resource Inventory Reports for each SVRA fulfills the following:

m Provides a current list of all known cultural resources managed by the OHMVR Division.

m Provides protection and preservation measures of cultural resources owned and managed
by the OHMVR Division.

m Aids in future planning and development projects proposed for the SVRA which are con-
tingent on the cultural resource findings, along with protection and preservation measures
listed in the report.

m Expedites project review processes by providing up-to-date knowledge of the location of
cultural resources, along with protection and preservation measures.

m Complies with the OHMVR Division’s legal requirements.

Conducting cultural resource inventories require significant research and preparation prior to
conducting field work, field reviews, and post field review. This includes but is not limited to the
following measures.
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Pre-field Research
Pre-field research serves to examine all archaeological, ethnographical, and historical studies
associated with the project area and surrounding vicinity, and fulfills the following:

m Identifies previously recorded cultural resources within the park.

m Provides background information for identifying new resources during fieldwork.

m Provides background information that will be synthesized into the final Cultural Resources
Inventory Report.

m Determines if additional research needs to be conducted.
Additional pre-field tasks include:

m Examination of current site records and literature.
m Consultation with local Native California tribes.
m Contact with local historical societies.

m Creation of project GIS maps.

Field Survey

Upon completion of the pre-field preparation and
research, a team of archaeologists conducts an
on-the-ground pedestrian field survey of the SVRA.
During this field survey, resources are recorded and
the cultural resources GIS database for the SVRA
is updated.

Preparation of a Cultural Resources Inventory Report

A Cultural Resources Inventory Report is comprised using the information gathered from the
pre-field research, as well as the results of the fieldwork, all site records, detailed maps, and
preliminary evaluations of the cultural resources eligible for the California Register of Historical
Resources (California Register) or the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).
If historic-era buildings, structures, objects and/or landscapes are present at an SVRA, a quali-
fied State Historian must update the site record and conduct an evaluation of eligibility for the
Registers, which is also included in the final report. The final Cultural Resource Inventory Report
is submitted to the OHMVR Division, the SVRA District Superintendent, the local California
Historical Resource Information System Center, and the Archaeology, History & Museums
Division.
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Table 2 illustrates the type and number of resources located at the SVRAs. These resources
are actively protected and studied by archaeologists from the OHMVR Division, as well as other
Divisions within California State Parks, and universities throughout the state.”®

Table 2. Known Cultural Resources Owned or Managed by OHMVR

SVRA Archa(?ological S:i:;:l::;s Cultural .
Sites (Standing) Preserves

Carnegie SVRA 6 7 0
Clay Pit SVRA 1 0 0
Heber Dunes SVRA 1 0 0
Hollister Hills SVRA 67 7 0
Hungry Valley SVRA 99 41 3
Oceano Dunes SVRA 70 0 0
Ocotillo Wells SVRA 1270 1 1
Prairie City SVRA 7 2 0
OHMVR Division Totals 1521 58 4

* Note: PRC 5090.43 states: After January 1, 1988, no new cultural or natural preserves or state wilder-
nesses shall be established with SVRAs. To protect natural and cultural values, sensitive areas within
SVRAs may be designated by the Division if the OHMVR Commission holds a public hearing and makes
a recommendation therefore. These sensitive areas shall be managed by the Division in accordance with
PRC Sections 5019.71 and 5019.74 which define the purpose and management of natural and cultural
preserves.

Evaluating the Significance of Cultural Resources

PRC Section 5024 mandates that all state agencies that manage cultural resources must evalu-
ate the significance of those resources. Following the completion of a cultural resources inven-
tory, Division archaeologists evaluate the significance of the resources to determine the level of
monitoring required.

In order for a cultural resource to be considered significant, it must meet all three of the following:

v It must meet one of the criteria list for significance with regard to either the California
Register or the National Register of Historic Places.
v" It must be 50 years old, and

v" It must have integrity
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Generally, a resource shall be considered significant if the resource meets the criteria for listing
on the California Register (PRC Section 5024.1, and, California Code of Regulations (CCR),
Title 14, Section 4852) including the following:

m Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, sci-
entific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of
California may be considered to be a historical resource, provided the lead agency’s deter-
mination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record, and

m s associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
California’s history and cultural heritage;

m Is associated with the lives of persons important in our
past;

m Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
region, or method of construction, or represents the work
of an important creative individual, or possesses high artis-
tic values; or

m Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important
in prehistory or history.

The criteria for evaluation of cultural resources for significance
under the National Register is very similar to those for the
California Register and are found in the Code of Federal
Regulations, Title 36, Part 60:

m The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

e That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or

e That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or [sic] past; or

e That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction;
or

e That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.
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A significant cultural resource must meet at least one of the criteria above for either the California
or National Register, and be at least 50 years old, and must possess integrity. Integrity is defined
as “the ability of a property to convey its significance” (National Park Service 2002). The cultural
resource must convey a sense of time and place and must possess at least three of the seven
aspects of integrity to do this.

The seven aspects of integrity are:

v setting,
v location,

v materials,

v" design,

v workmanship,
v feeling, and

v

association.

Monitoring of Cultural Resources

Consistent cultural resource monitoring of those resources determined to be significant is impor-
tant due to the fragile, non-renewable, and irreplaceable nature of the park’s resources. Once
damaged, their unique value to California’s and/or our nation’s heritage is lost forever.

Division archaeologists monitor significant resources using Archaeological Site Condition
Assessment Reports (ASCAR). Damage to cultural resources occurs from intentional destruction
(i.e. construction projects, prescribed burns, looters) and inadvertently caused deterioration (i.e.
trail down cutting, erosion, vehicle traffic, and natural causes). ASCARs are completed annually
to record impacts to sites.

The frequency of ASCAR updates depends on the amount of destructive influences in close prox-
imity to the resources. Possible destructive influences may be determined during the initial inven-

" #=  tory or subsequent monitoring. For example, if a site
is near a campground or popular trail, Archaeologists
will monitor the site more frequently to ensure site
integrity. If the site is threatened, a recovery plan is
implemented which may include reroute of a trail,
mitigation efforts at the site, or excavation of the site.
Artifacts from an excavation may be given to the park
for interpretation and visitor center displays or may
be stored at the State Archaeological Collections and
Research Facility in Sacramento (SACRF).
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After an SVRA has been inventoried, archaeologists revisit those sites where a higher level of
impact is possible. Archaeologists and/or monitors conduct a surface survey, determine site
boundaries, document the site’s condition, and photograph the site. Site details, including bound-
aries, artifacts, and damage are recorded using GPS equipment.

Stabilization of cultural resources is required when condition monitoring analysis concludes the
site may be deteriorating or be potentially lost as a result of natural or man-made processes.
Forms of stabilization can include, but are not limited to the following: capping, planting vegetation
to stabilize the site from erosion, or fencing the site boundary to deter access. In some cases
resources cannot be stabilized, in which case an excavation of the impacted area is required to
recover a sufficient amount of the resource’s surface and subsurface archaeological data.

In addition to the archaeologists’ ongoing monitoring efforts, the Division also facilitates resource
monitoring programs through relationships with additional Divisions within California State Parks,
various California universities, professional agencies, stakeholders, OHV groups, communities of
interest, and individual members of the public to assist in monitoring efforts. Initiating cooperative
relationships with a range of outside agencies and the public helps the OHMVR Division to better
manage and preserve its cultural resources through site stewardship.

The California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program

The California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) is an example of an OHMVR
Division cultural resource monitoring program managed through site stewards. The CASSP is
utilized by a multitude of state agencies to involve members of the public in an effort to better
monitor, preserve, and manage archaeological sites. CASSP is composed of volunteers who
share a common goal and desire to protect California’s rich cultural heritage. The objective of
this program is to recruit professional archae-
ologists and trained volunteers as stewards
to monitor sites throughout the state. The
application of CASSP at the Division helps to
reinforce its ongoing effort to preserve prehis-
toric and historic cultural resources.

To initiate a CASSP program at one of the
SVRAs, a CASSP representative works with
a Division archaeologist to identify the stew-
ardship needs and goals of the park, includ-
ing identifying which archaeological sites
would most benefit from ongoing monitoring.
Once the goals and needs are established, a CASSP volunteer workshop is held and members
of the public participate in a two-day workshop that includes one, eight hour day in a classroom
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setting and one, in-field training day with a Division archaeologist at the SVRA. Volunteers
receive training in the following areas; CASSP goals, cultural prehistory and history pertaining to
the SVRA, legal requirements, ethical and confidential'' requirements related to the treatment of
archaeological resources, safety in the field, and basic knowledge of archaeological field survey-
ing methods. The benefits of utilizing CASSP to monitor resources in the SVRAs include:

m Efficient management and preservation of cultural resources through regular monitoring of
site conditions.

m Active preservation of cultural resources through early identification of site impact.

m Early identification of sites that require immediate preservation management, such as fenc-
ing for better protection.

m A complete annual inventory of each monitoring visit, including documentation of changes
to site condition, and mitigations developed for better site preservation to be included in the
annual report to the State Historic Preservation Office.

m Public outreach and educational opportunities for various user groups, stake holders,
and members of the public to learn about archaeology, including its management, and
preservation.

The success of the CASSP at an SVRA is contingent upon the commitment, involvement, and
oversight of park staff and the Division archaeologists. CASSP volunteers require training and
guidance to adequately monitor cultural resources. In 2009, Carnegie and Ocotillo Wells SVRAs
hosted CASSP training. Training is proposed for Hollister Hills in 2011, with Oceano Dunes and
Hungry Valley SVRAs proposed for 2011 and 2012.

Project Review and On-the-Ground Monitoring of Cultural Resources

Division archaeologists work closely with the staff at the
SVRAs to protect, preserve, and promote the parks archeo-
logical and historic resources while working to develop proj-
ects and facilities that will maintain the integrity of the area
and enhance the visitors experience and enjoyment of the
park.

Prior to any project/facility construction, Division archaeolo-
gists review the SVRAs project proposal to assess conditions
and potential impacts, and to provide mitigations to address
those resource impacts. When necessary archaeological
monitors are present for all work to ensure avoidance of sig-
nificant impacts to resources within the project area.

Program Report—- DRAFT 2 75



Current Condition of Cultural Resources in the SVRAs

The following discussions will provide an overview of the condition of the cultural resources,
resolution of conflicts to resources, and a summary of resource monitoring at each SVRA.

Carnegie SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Areas within Carnegie SVRA contain resources
related to important events in California’s prehistory. The SVRA lies in the boundary area
between two ethnographic Native American groups, the Northern Valley Yokuts and the Ohlone.
Two significant prehistoric sites recorded within Corral Hollow Creek include a seasonal camp
site and a rock art site, both of which have been excavated by qualified state archaeologists and
archaeologists from San Francisco State University. Although there are no major village sites
in the SVRA, data collected from the two excavated sites suggests the area was an important
seasonal food gathering and hunting area where trading of important goods took place along with
religious ceremonies.

Large areas of Carnegie SVRA contain archaeo-
logical evidence of an extensive historic mining
landscape, representing the Division’s best known
example of a cultural landscape. A series of coal,
clay, and sand mining operations occurred in the
area beginning in 1855 to 1920, with the most
successful and significant operation being the
Treadwell brothers’ Alameda and San Joaquin
Coal Mining Company, popularly known as the
Tesla Coal Mine. The Tesla Coal Mine, operated
from 1895 to 1920, represents one of California’s
first commercial coal mining operations. The variety of operations that took place during this
time included clay, coal, and sand mines (Pacific Window Glass Company), a manganese mine,
and an industrial brick and pottery operation (Carnegie Brick and Pottery Works) that included,
lime kilns, gravel quarries, town sites, and transportation networks (Alameda and San Joaquin
Railroad Company). Today, a large mound of mining refuse, mining adits, and a series of house
_ pits from the town of Tesla are all that remain of the Tesla Coal Mine.

Efforts to conduct a complete cultural resource inventory of Carnegie SVRA
began in the spring of 2006 through a contract with the Anthropological
Studies Center (ASC) at Sonoma State University. It is estimated the ASC will
7/ produce a final Cultural Resources Inventory Report late 2010. This inventory

will include recording a number of sites, features, and artifacts connected to an
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extensive historic mining landscape, as well as sites representative of prehistoric inter-tribal trade
corridors.

Summary of Resource Monitoring. A partnership with the CASSP was initiated in 2003 with its
first CASSP Volunteer Workshop. Due to staffing issues, the program did not flourish. However,
the Division was committed to reestablishing the program and in the winter of 2009, a permanent
CASSP program was established. Currently, there are 11 CASSP volunteers bi-annually monitor-
ing resources within Carnegie SVRA.

Resolution of Conflict to Resources. Several sites throughout the SVRA are either fenced or
demarked with resource protection signs. Many of the prehistoric sites are fenced, as are por-
tions of the Brickworks and Pottery Plant. One example is a buried historic brick feature near
the Alameda Mine. This feature is located in a trail and
is capped with soil. A CASSP volunteer monitors this
site. When/if the brick feature is exposed, the volunteer
informs the Division archaeologists who in turn informs
park maintenance staff to reapply the cap. This has
proven to be a successful mitigation that protects the
resource and allows continuation of recreational activity.

On the Tesla property, where currently no OHV use is
allowed, some sites have been vandalized by pot hunters.
To address these impacts to the resources, the mining

portals are closed and thus protected from vandals. However, a number of the archaeological
resources in Tesla are still impacted. The SVRA has increased ranger patrols and monitoring
of the site by park personnel. Public access, education, and CASSP volunteers may help deter
those who currently trespass on the property. Archaeologists will be involved in future project
planning and design to either completely eliminate or mitigate adverse affects to these valuable
resources.

In the fall of 2008, the OHMVR Division, the
California Department of Conservation, and the
U.S Office of Surface Mining, worked together to
close many of the historic mine adits because of
their potential threat to public health and safety. By
using the data collected by the ASC during their
cultural resources inventory, the Division, along
with the additional agencies, identified the most
desired method of mine closure to achieve success
and allow for public safety, wildlife movement, and
minimal impact to the historic mining resources.

Program Report—- DRAFT 2 77



Clay Pit SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Present-day Clay Pit SVRA was excavated as an
impervious borrow area to construct the Oroville Dam in 1964. The Oroville Dam itself is located
on the Feather River approximately five miles northeast of the city of Oroville. Any cultural
resources that may have existed in the interior of Clay Pit SVRA prior to the 1964 excavation have
since been destroyed. Clay Pit SVRA's history is tied to the statewide effort to create reservoirs
during the State Water Project. Additionally, the
park contains dredge tailings dating to the gold
rush era. This park has the potential to yield
information about early California gold dredging
activities and the State Water Project.

When the OHMVR Division archaeologists con-
ducted a resources survey of Clay Pit SVRA in
October 2008, they found several items related
to these events. The field survey also identified
one previously undocumented historic site, and
no prehistoric sites. There are no previously
recorded prehistoric archaeological sites in the

vicinity of Clay Pit SVRA. The 1964 land-
scape disturbance from the construction
of the Lake Oroville Dam has altered the
natural surface, thereby limiting the prob-
ability of relocating remnants associated
with prehistoric cultures that existed in the
project area.

Summary of Resource Monitoring and
Resolution of Conflict to Resource.
Cultural resources monitoring plays
an important role in documenting the
Division’s ongoing efforts to ensure, or
verify, the avoidance of effects on known
cultural resources within the SVRA. In
regards to Clay Pit SVRA, the data collected from the cultural resource inventory™ determined
the park does not contain resources that would require monitoring at this time; hence, there is no
known record of resolution of conflict to resources at Clay Pit SVRA.
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Heber Dunes SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Heber Dunes SVRA is located in the Colorado
Desert south and west of the Chocolate Mountains, in the Imperial Valley of the Salton Trough.
The prehistory of Heber Dunes SVRA is generally divided into three periods of occupation
extending as far back as 12,000 years before present. The ethnographic group of this park is
within the traditional territory of the Kamia who spoke a Yuman language, which is part of the
Hokan language family, and whose territory extended across the Imperial Valley down into north-
eastern Baja California.

Spanish expeditions of the Imperial Valley began as early as 1769. The archaeology of this time
period is reflected with religious and military settlements. Cattle grazing and ranching was estab-
lished during the Mexican period (1821-1848). Cattle ranching dominated the agricultural activities
of this area until the Gold Rush of 1848. As the American immigration to the west began, a home-
stead system was established bringing in transportation
routes, including mail and stage routes, and irrigation
districts that delivered water to the ranches.

Ocaotillo Wells District archaeologists contracted with
AECOM to conduct an inventory and prepare a Cultural
Resource Inventory Report for Heber Dunes SVRA in
preparation for the General Plan. This report was final-
ized in December 2009. Currently there are no recorded
prehistoric sites or resources within Heber Dunes SVRA.
Only one cultural resource has been previously recorded
within one mile of the park. This is a segment of the South Alamo Canal which was originally
constructed in 1908 and has since undergone maintenance. AECOM’s 2009 survey identified
one historic site consisting of early 20t" century historic artifacts.

Summary of Resource Monitoring. Cultural resources monitoring plays an important role
in documenting the Division’s ongoing efforts to ensure, or verify, the avoidance of effects on
known cultural resources within the SVRA. The current cultural resources inventory completed
by AECOM provides a good understanding of the history and resources of the area. Because
there is only one reported site, not defined as significant, monitoring of the site can easily be
accomplished by Ocotillo Wells’ staff as applicable.

Resolution of Conflict to Resources. The one reported site within the park is unaffiliated
with any historic building or structure and not defined as significant. Because there is only one
site, Ocotillo Wells District archaeologists do not anticipate any conflicts to arise or need to be
resolved regarding this resource.
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Hollister Hills SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Hollister Hills SVRA occupies an area with an
intricate and long history. Several prehistoric village sites within the SVRA suggest long term use
by the Ohlone tribe. The SVRA is located within what was two Mexican land grants. The historic
land grant names are still used throughout San Benito County. The park entrance is located off
Cienega Road, which means swamp in Spanish, and is a remnant name from the Cienega del
Gabilan land grant.

During the early 1900s, ranching, farming, and mining
were the main industries of San Benito County, and
all these activities were performed in areas within the
present-day SVRA. Certain techniques developed
within the old ranch lands of Hollister Hills SVRA
helped to revolutionize the agriculture industry during
the Great Depression. Howard Harris balanced his
passion for agriculture with his desire to provide a park
open to OHV recreation. Over time, the primary use
of the land was for OHV recreation. The last phase of history at Hollister Hills SVRA included
previous land owner Howard Harris’ Motorcycle Playground in the early 1970s.

A Cultural Resource Inventory Report for Hollister Hills SVRA was completed in 2010, and
provides a rich collection of prehistoric and historic resources. In particular, there are large vil-
lage sites with intact midden deposits (data), groundstone, and lithics. The artifacts and depth
of the prehistoric deposits at these sites have the potential to yield much needed data about the
prehistory of San Benito County. Ironically, because San Benito County has not had significant
development (large housing developments, shopping malls, etc.) extensive archeological review
has not occurred thus making the cultural resources at Hollister Hills a valuable window to the
past.

The Vineyard Schoolhouse, built in 1891,
is an excellent example of an historic
building which has historical significance.
Located at the entrance to the Upper
Ranch, it is in good condition and is used
for classes and special events.

Summary of Resource Monitoring.
Cultural resources monitoring documents
the Division’s ongoing efforts to ensure,
or verify, the avoidance of effects on
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known cultural resources. Hollister Hills SVRA’s resources are
actively protected and studied by the Division’s archaeologists.
Archaeologists monitor the park’s resources on an ongoing
basis, annually and as necessary. Based on the data potential
of many of the prehistoric and historic resources in the park,
Hollister Hills SVRA will greatly benefit from CASSP. Division
archaeologists anticipate developing a site stewardship moni-
toring program in 2011.

Resolution of Conflict to Resources. Hollister Hills SVRA
contains many resources related to many aspects of its
previous prehistoric and historic land use. Completion of the
Cultural Resource Inventory Report in 2010 now provides staff
with a database of significant resources, many of which were
previously unknown and not always obvious to a non-cultural resource professional.

One notable case of resource conflict resolu-
tion occurred in early August 2008 following
a CalFire conservation crew’s removal of a
large majority of the historic Harris Walnut
Orchard’s canopy. To resolve further impact
to this resource, a condition assessment
survey took place in August 2008 to deter-
mine the extent of damage and eligibility of
the orchard to the National Register. Division
archeologists
evaluated
the site and
determined
the prehistoric component needs to be excavated. While further
research is necessary to determine its level of integrity, the Walnut
Orchard is eligible for the National Register due to its association
with the booming walnut cultivation period experienced throughout
the state prior to World War Il. Presently, Division archaeologists,
the District Superintendent, as well as the park’s maintenance
staff, have been working together to assess the current condition
of the orchard and discuss its potential as a future interpretative/
picnic visitor area for the park.
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Hungry Valley SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Several Native American and homestead sites occur
within Hungry Valley SVRA which includes three cultural preserves, the highest level of protection
that can be afforded to cultural resources within an SVRA. Cultural resources included in cultural
preserves generally represent the best examples of important information about our heritage and
history. The cultural preserves within Hungry Valley SVRA protect important prehistoric archaeo-
logical sites associated with the Alliklik/Tataviam tribe. This is an ethnographic group whose
history is not well known due to poor recordation by ethnographers during the early 1900s. The
little information known about this tribe has been determined from archaeological sites located in
the nearby Antelope Valley, although more research is needed to clarify the ways of the ancient
people that inhabited Hungry Valley SVRA. The archaeological sites within the park have a high
potential for yielding information to fill in gaps in our knowledge of California prehistory.

Hungry Valley SVRA also contains many early homesteads and
has a high potential for contributing information about the history
of early settlement patterns and homesteaders in California.
Historic research is currently taking place by the OHMVR
Division cultural staff regarding Hungry Valley SVRA.

Efforts to update the site record and relocate and re-record
previously recorded resources at Hungry Valley began between
2000 and 2005, but due to the complexity and acreage of the park, the resource inventory was
never completed. That being said, pre-field research has started. Division archaeologists intend
to complete a Cultural Resources Inventory Report for Hungry Valley SVRA by the end 2012.

Summary of Resource Monitoring. Cultural resources monitoring plays an important role in
documenting the Division’s ongoing efforts to ensure, or verify, the avoidance of effects on known
cultural resources in the park. Division archaeologists are in the initial stages of preparing Hungry
Valley’s Cultural Resources Inventory Report which will provide important information to facilitate
staff monitoring efforts. In the meantime, archaeologists and Hungry Valley SVRA environmental
scientists continue to monitor known sites and prepare ASCARs as necessary to protect and
monitor the condition of the park’s resources.

Resolution of Conflict to Resources. Environmental scientists have been successful in pre-
venting conflict to cultural resources. Currently, some sensitive cultural areas, such as Native
American and historic homestead sites, have been fenced off for their protection, while others are
difficult to identify and have been left undisturbed by park visitors. Cultural interpretive programs
are conducted by District interpretive staff for numerous groups including: schools, Scouts, the
California Police Athletic League and the Sierra Club. Division archaeologists plan to establish a
CASSP at the park following the completion of a cultural resource inventory, likely in 2012.
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Oceano Dunes SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Oceano Dunes SVRA is
located within San Luis Obispo County. Archaeological excavations in
the area surrounding the park have uncovered data dating back at least
11,000 years ago, allowing archaeologists to establish the timeframe this area
was occupied by Northern Chumash, one of the oldest tribes in California. The
prehistoric archaeology of Oceano Dunes SVRA ranges from sparse shell scatters
and temporary camps to burials and large shell midden sites. Individually, as well as
collectively, these sites have the potential to provide Division archaeologists information
about the subsistence economy, material culture, and settlement organization of the prehistoric
Northern Chumash culture based on artifacts, features, soil, and sites, among other resources.

Oceano Dunes SVRA also contains historic-era resources
(e.g., lumber, trash, metal art work, and ruins of what use
to be wooden shelters) related to camps built by a loose
knit band of hobos, mystics, writers, and escapees from
society who sought shelter in the sand dunes following
the Spanish American War. These people are popularly
known as “the Dunites.”

A large majority of the park’s extensive number of
recorded archaeological sites were originally identified
during several cultural resource inventories of the area beginning in 1958. The two most recent
cultural resource inventory studies of the SVRA were conducted by Laurie et al. (2003) and Hines
et al. (2005). The survey objectives were to relocate and update sites in areas of Pismo State
Beach and Oceano Dunes SVRA previously identified in the late
1950s. A more recent Cultural Resources Inventory Report for
Oceano Dunes SVRA was completed by Division archaeologists
in late 2010.

Summary of Resource Monitoring. Cultural resources moni-
toring plays an important role in documenting the Division’s
ongoing efforts to ensure, or verify, the avoidance of effects
on known cultural resources at Oceano Dunes SVRA. The
park’s resources are actively protected and studied by Division
archaeologists. Significant sites are monitored annually or as
necessary. ASCARs are prepared on a project basis to monitor
the condition of the resources. Division archaeologists anticipate e 2

initiating CASSP at the park in the fall of 2011. ] = A
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Resolution of Conflict to Resources. A large
majority of known cultural resources in the park
are either fenced to prevent trespass or have
been capped to reduce damage from public
activities. Division archaeologists have an active
consulting relationship with Northern Chumash
Tribal Representatives to adequately determine

the best methods in resolving potential conflict
to cultural resources. The park’s environmen-
tal scientists also regularly consult and work
with Division archaeologists as well as Northern
Chumash Tribal representatives to help avoid or
mitigate adverse affects to known resources.

Ocotillo Wells SVRA - Cultural
Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Ocotillo Wells SVRA is located where four traditional
ethnographic territories converge—the Kamia, Diegueno, Cahuilla, and Yuman groups—all of
whom developed special adaptations to the arid desert environment. The prehistoric life ways that
once occurred in the present-day park revolved around the fluctuation of the now extinct Lake
Cahuilla. The prehistory of this area can be divided into four chronological periods extending
as far back as 12,000 years. The park preserves the largest collection and variety of resources
within the Division ranging from flake scatters and temporary camps to rock rings, food process-
ing sites, and large village sites. Most significantly, this is the only area in California where pottery
was used in prehistoric times.

Areas within Ocotillo Wells SVRA contain places where California’s earliest recorded history
began in 1769. Juan Bautista de Anza led his expedition through the area. Today, portions of the
trail still exist in the park. Countless other Spanish expeditions traveled through the area as late
as 1796. The area was relatively isolated and little used except by the occasional wagon party
until approximately 1853 when government surveying parties entered the area, and in 1866 the
Southern Pacific Railroad opened up the land for commerce and settlement. Prospectors began
searching for oil in 1851, but very little oil was ever produced. During the 1930s, agriculture in
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the Imperial Valley flourished as water control
systems were implemented on the Colorado
River. Portions of the Worth Toner home-
stead, a small ranch with water, alfalfa, and
turkeys, established around 1950, still exists
within the park. During World War I, large
portions of the desert were used for military
training. Many of these military sites also exist
within the park today. Alicia Perez, Associate
State Archaeologist for the OHMVR Division,
inventoried these military resources as part
of her Master’s thesis completed in 2009.

A cultural resources inventory was conducted and a report completed for a portion of Ocotillo
Wells SVRA in mid-2010. This survey included areas around the ancient Lake Cahuilla lakebed.
It is anticipated an inventory and report for the remainder of the park will be completed by the
end of 2012.

Summary of Resource Monitoring. Aside from resource monitoring completed by CASSP
stewards, annual ASCARs are completed by District archaeologists in order to monitor the con-
dition of these resources. In addition, archaeologists from the Department’s Southern Service
Center are assisting Ocotillo Wells staff by inven-
torying portions of the park to update site records
in order to have the most current data for planning
decisions. Areas of the park not being inventoried
by the Southern Service Center are being covered
by District archaeologists and volunteers from
CASSP. Park resources are also monitored by the
local Native American community. It is projected
that a complete inventory of resources of Ocaotillo
Wells SVRA will be completed by winter 2012.

Resolution of Conflict to Resources. Due to
the fragility of the park’s resources in this desert
environment, larger village sites with sensitive
resources are fenced off after consultation with
local Native American groups and the District Superintendent. Additionally, traditional cultural
properties and sacred sites are protected. Volunteers from CASSP are used to monitor impacts
to these resources.
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Prairie City SVRA - Cultural Resources

Current Condition of Cultural Resources. Prairie City SVRA is located within the ethnographic
boundary of the Nisenan, the southern most tribe of the Maidu language group. The Nisenan
were the largest of three Maidu groups, and they lived in large towns along the American and
Sacramento Rivers. While currently there are no prehistoric sites within the SVRA, there are
several large village sites along Interstate 50, north of park so it should not be discounted that
the area may have once been occupied by prehistoric peoples. Given the extensive historic-era
mining activities that once took place in today’s Prairie City SVRA, it is likely the prehistory has
been previously impacted and lost under the
dredging piles related to the gold mining period
of the area.

Portions of Prairie City SVRA were at one time
part of the Folsom Mining District. The park
includes two types of placer dredging tailings
associated with the operations of the Capitol
Dredging Company from 1927 to 1952. Until the
early 1960s, the area was occupied by cattle
ranchers before being purchased by the Aerojet
General Corporation to build and test rocket engines for the federal government. One potential
cultural resource eligible for the National Register is the Moon Room—a facility Aerojet built
for monitoring rocket testing—of which only two similar structures are currently standing in the
United States.

The Division’s archaeologists completed a Cultural Resource Inventory Report for Prairie City
SVRA in 2010. This park has the potential to yield information about military evolution and
advancement in science and technology.

Summary of Resource Monitoring and Resolution of Conflict to
Resources. Cultural resources monitoring plays an important role
in documenting the Division’s ongoing efforts to ensure, or verify,
the avoidance of effects on known cultural resources at Prairie
City SVRA. Division archaeologists monitor and prepare ASCARs
as applicable to protect the condition of the park’s resources. That
being said, aside from a historic trash pit found at the SVRA, there
are no significant cultural resources at Prairie City SVRA. The trash
pit is monitored by Division archeologists, thus, there is no demand
for CASSP monitors at the SVRA. There is no known record of
resolution of conflict to resources at the park.
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Federal Cultural Resource Management

When Grant applicants request funding for ground disturbing activities, potential impacts to cultural
resources must be considered. Federal agencies are responsible for identifying and protecting
cultural resources and avoiding unnecessary damage to them. The National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) provides comprehensive direction to federal agencies about their historic preservation
responsibilities, and compels federal agencies to consider the
effect of their undertakings on any district, site, building, struc-
ture, or object that is included in, or eligible for, inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places. Executive Order 11593,
Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, also
includes direction about the identification and consideration
of historic properties in federal land management decisions.
Several other federal laws direct federal agency protection and
management of cultural resources, including resources that are
of state or local significance.

The USFS and the BLM work under a Memorandum of
Understanding with the California State Historic Preservation
Officer to protect cultural resources and sites across public
lands.

Specific to the USFS, the 2005 Travel Management Rule also requires that the effects on cultural
resources be considered, with the objective of minimizing damage, when designating roads,
trails, and areas for motor vehicle use on National Forest system lands.

The Grants Program provides important funding for federal agencies to implement cultural
resource management and protection projects.

There are challenges inherent in managing use in designated OHV areas where cultural
resources are also present. Maintaining cultural resources can best be accomplished by first
locating and inventorying cultural sites, and then implementing specific protection measures.
Effective measures to reduce the risk of adverse effects to cultural resources, including annual
monitoring have been developed to help ensure the resources remain protected. Long-term moni-
toring and active management of popular OHV areas is needed to ensure protection measures
continue to be effective.
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USFS Cultural Resource Conditions

Many designated OHV areas on USFS lands have had cultural resource surveys (e.g., Cleveland
and Angeles National Forests). The recorded cultural resource sites within these designated
OHYV areas and trails are monitored on an annual basis to ensure that any protection measures
continue to be effective. Although few national forests in California have completed entire cultural
resource inventories of all motorized recreation trails, the Mendocino National Forest has com-
pletely inventoried its designated OHV system of trails.

When inadvertent effects to cultural sites are noted, or sites are affected by encroachment off
designated system trails, new protection measures are implemented. Region 5 has used regional
programmatic agreements for NHPA Section 106 compliance to help manage OHV system uses
and provide needed protection to cultural resource sites.

Several forests in Region 5 have effectively
implemented site protection measures since
2004. For example, since 2004 more than nine
miles of barriers and fences have been used in
the Corral Canyon OHV area on the Cleveland
National Forest to confine OHV use to autho-
rized roads and trails and to protect numerous
prehistoric archaeological sites in the area. The
overall condition of cultural resource sites in the
Corral Canyon OHV area ranges from fair to
excellent.

In 2006, Region 5 entered into a separate programmatic agreement with the California State
Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regarding NHPA
Section 106 compliance for motorized recreation projects. This agreement includes a variety
of management measures that can be implemented to protect cultural resource sites from the
effects of OHV use (e.g., barriers, reroutes, fencing, signs, and closures). Long-term monitoring
on the Mendocino National Forest, for example, indicates that most cultural resource sites are in
fair to excellent condition and are rarely affected by OHV uses.

Past protection efforts in the Rowher Flat OHV Area have concentrated on placing fencing and
pipe-cable barriers to exclude traffic and protect significant cultural resource sites. Monitoring in
2007 involved inspection of 12 archaeological sites considered potentially susceptible to effects
from OHV-related activities. This monitoring revealed that a number of archaeological sites were
being impacted, primarily from OHYV intrusion into archaeological sites by circumventing fenced
areas, causing soil disturbance and displacement and breakage of cultural materials. A wildfire
that burned through the OHV areas in 2007 caused increased risks to cultural resources resulting
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from the burning of all barrier vegetation within Rowher Flat and
damaged or fallen fencing at several places in both Rowher
and Drinkwater Flats. Monitoring at 54 cultural resource sites
in 2008 showed several archaeological sites, particularly within
the Rowher Flat OHV Area, continued to be at-risk from OHV
access through the sites. Based upon this monitoring, additional
protective measures similar to those implemented in the past
were recommended to protect cultural resources, including
placement of sturdy cable barriers and fences to prevent further
trespass and replacement of damaged barriers and fencing.
Directive or prohibitive signage was also suggested as a means
to inform the OHV-using public.

BLM Cultural Resource Conditions

From the start of the 2004 OHV Grant year, through the end
of the grants issued in 2009, BLM received almost $527,000 in
grants for management of cultural resources. A majority of the
cultural resource funding provided during this period ($324,000)
has been utilized by the Archeological Site Stewardship
Program. Similar to the CASSP, this statewide program is a partnership between BLM, USFS,
California State Parks, and the Society for California Archeology to train and utilize volunteer site
stewards. These volunteers adopt specific cultural resource sites and work with agency archeolo-
gists to monitor and stabilize these sites.

An additional $202,000 has been used
to fund specific cultural resource sur-
veys in Ridgecrest and throughout the
California Desert District. An example
of a grant funded project to man-
age cultural resources is a project at
the Olancha Dunes OHV Open Area,
within the BLM Ridgecrest Field Office.
The grant was to conduct sample
inventory of cultural artifacts and con-
duct an ethnographic study of Native
American use of the area involving
Paiute and Shoshone people.
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The population of California has nearly doubled since the OHMVR Program was created in 1971.
Today, many in the OHV community, as they have done for decades, head to rural areas in
search of OHV recreational opportunities. However, in recent years the population in rural areas
has increased as people relocate from urban communit